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FURY OVER 

AFA PROGRAMME 


0 0 Moods y tk« tltt Of 

May Aati-Faaclat Acttoa 
made lu authorised (Um 
debet on BBC2'i public aocoM "A moit serious error of 
programme 'Opea Space', lodgement appear* to have 
Predictably It baa a routed been made laat night by the 
fierce eoatroveray. The BBC, In offering air time to a 
gaaabiag of teeth baa group which quite unaahamedly 
reaoeaded acroaa the political advocate* the uae of political 
apectram from left to right violence. In preaentlng a 
and back again. national platform, to a group 

which looks suapicloualy like 
Pary erupted even before the left-wing fascists eager for a 
programme waa show a. Oaa of war with right wing fascists, - 


’right to reply', bat for the 
BNPI 


a number of eallera 
BBC claimed to 
spokaamaa from the 
Racist Alliance. He di 


d the the BBC was plainly not 

e a serving the interests of 

Aatl- democracy. How can it with 
maced equity resist a demand by the 
islated BNP for the right to reply." 



that. 'AFA Is aa organisation ‘ lastead of all things black. "Various supporters of Anti 

that does more barm tbaa The Sun took up the same Primarily the task that the Pasciat Action were ■how*i n 
good." He fiaiabed his tweety theme. This programme waa BNP have set themaelvea Is silhouette, as they talked It 
EL tirade by fmmvhni further evidence of left wing 'to broaden the horlioes of relish of violent coejnvntatlons 
right to reply without going bias at the BBC. Cary Bushell the loyalists, "to build on the with the BNP.„.thelr main 
throech the formality of seeing insisted that the Open Space bigotry" so that In the end the spokesman, a burly ruffian 
S^7.m7"rat7 * slot! "had been glve^ove? to Newish conspiracy of the BNP with a thick geordle .cent,. 


ugly red thugs who glory In transcends 
The Dally Mall was equally violence". (Taking Into account conspiracy* 
Incensed while agreeing with Bushell's current political Order! 

ARA that, "A most serious playmates, the operative Insult 


the "papish leather )acket, and a woolly 
of the Orange hat sneered at good old 
fashioned liberals and trendy 
lefties who would be wary of 


error of judgement" had been here must have been "red" It was precisely this analysis his message of violence 


made, It too demanded 


rather than "ugly" or thug!") 


that is said to have Infuriated 

Scottish Militant, not because in contrast Republican News 


Following The Sun's lead the of an untoward reverberation again, felt It was "refreshing 
BNP took the opportunity to this analysis might have for to look at a radical 
laughably deny that "They ever anti-fascism generally, but for organisation by the people 
advocate violence!" putting the spotlight on the involved In It." While Time 

compromises and contradictions Out stated that, "Mensl's 
On the issue of political that accompany Its own strong Geordle accent demands 
violence and Its uses, political entanglements. While attention far more effectively 
Republican News, not Mllltantk venomous response than the usual BBC English", 
unexpectedly, proved to he may neither be surprising or The Independent, which found 
equally partisan. It pointed out Indeed unrepresentative of the tono of the programme 
that while, "AFA confronts the other left groups criticised, "uncompromising" and 


"uncompromising" 


fascists at every opportunity their particular position does unrepentant. 


meeting force with force. It warrant specific scrutiny, 
also organises street carnivals, 


1 (left I ^ 

'Sun' columnist, 


public meetl 

concerts etc, belying the "overall message was that, "fetching"! 

thuggish Image which some of "If you are not prepared to 

IU opponents would attempt to meet the physical force of the The uncompromising working 

4,1 i|.» fascists with physical force C | aaa orientation also drew 

vou must retire from the gome fraternal criticism from 


lectures. As The Mail pointed out the wflnt 


uncompromising In Its approval 
of "the woolly hat" which it 


THE 


give it." lasctsis wun 

you must ri 

Republican News also seroed in ollt , ca , are „a 
on another theme In the 
programme which proved wh „ # )e 
equally controversial. The M „ ha „ 
increasing visible co-operation . , he metM „ 
between supporters of Loyalist nn . Iv thre . 


you must retire from the gome fraternal criticism from 
political arena." 'Workers Power': "not enough 

voices of women and black 
While people other than The people, and no mention at all 
Mall may have felt threatened 0 f attacks on lesbians and 
by the message, The Mall felt gays." 


IfcPiyjUMiyjiyHaJ increasing visible co-operation by , he T he Mall felt „ a ys." 

H . a. ^ wans between supporters of Loyalist ,, y thre «tened by the Thl , may .«!! be true, but of 
I. A Qpi (ip paramilitary groups like the a p poarance 0 f the messongers. the people Interviewed on 

w nwle V/ I Ulster Volunteer Force and the C j Mf , y aR hast at the Inference lcra en In the 29 minute 

_ m m bmb neo-fascist British National cu |g ura | as well as political programme, 44\ were either 

Mil ITANT P,rt)r> and th * P 011 * 1 " 1 confrontation It rallied, with black or female. 

■will*I I tactical Implications for the metlnctive display of /t/ts<r/l na/vr d 


It la probably fair to say, that left. While antt-lmmlgratlon Is 
Militant's position with regard the principle policy of the BNP 
to republicanism aad loyaUsm In England, north of the border 


an Instinctive display 
middle class solidarity. 


CON TO. PAGE 2 


has always beea aa ambiguous, the race Issue Is relegated In 
but uacoevlaclag "plague oo I favour of hard-line Antl- 
both your houses", a policy Republicanism, 
which la governed overall, by 

political opportunism. They "In England the means used to 
seek to accommodate attract support is racism, 
themselves, to vulgar reality, blaming immigration (or 
rather than straggle to change unemployment and poverty and 
It. la areas of Glasgow where Inciting vicious attacks on 


loyallam Is la the ascendancy, 
they will be fiercely Asti- 
Republican. la a constituency 
where republicanism has 


other ethnic groups. 


One of the highlights of the ItTIT): bands wearing 

republican calendar In paramilitary uniforms! and plt- 


In Scotland where bleck people Scot | an ,i t t ho Jemes Connolly bull terriers (they didn't say 

are not so numerous the commemoration was banned by whether they were loyalist or 

sectarian card Is played Loth(an Council after republican, what songs they 

Instead." representations wore made by were singing, or if they were 

the police. They warned of In uniform!). 


leflaeoce a Militant coeeclllor Instead." representations were made by 

might be seee queuing for a . . .the police. They warned of 

Wolfe Tom concert reepleedeat This tactical switch is made ylo j enc8 if the merch were 

la ea Irish rugby topi possible only because loyellsm >||ow#(j t0 g0 ahead an<J cited 


mJuly/Aug 92—w40pi 


FIGHTIN 
TALK 

AFA HAVF. BEEN WAGING A WAR ON THI- STREETS" 


HARD HITTING DOCUMENTARY THAT PULLS NO 
PUNCHES" 


"ANTI-FASCIST ACTION DO NOT BELIFVF. IN NAMHY 
PAMflY SOFT LIBERAL CONCEPTS OF POLITICAL 
DISCUSSION" 

^ THE INDEPENDENT 

"IT WAS A SERIOUS ERROR OF JUDGEMENT BY THE 
BBC. A PLATFORM FOR TIIUGCERY\...'HOW CAN IT 
RESIST A DEMAND FOR THE BNP TO REPLY?" 

Deity MeA 

•REFRESHING MORE OF THE SAME" 

An PhoblscM/RtpubUcsn N0w» 

•EXTREMIST 
FINANCIAL TIMES 

■GLOKIFS IN VIOLENCE" 


"PUTS THE CASE FOR CONFRONTING MODERN FASCISM 
WITH VIOLENCE? 

Now Musical Eifxess 

"AFA IS A RACIST ORGANISATION". 

Lev? Jasper Anti Racist Alliance. 

•THE BNP DOES NOT ADVOCATE VIOLENCE, UNLIKE 
MENS! AND HIS PALS". 

Hi ll ()». n South Shn-UI> I'M'. _ 

DESPERADO S 
OUT DUNNED 


IIBITS AFA (a coalition of all 
anti-fascist elements In the 
area willing to Implement a 
policy of ideological and 
physical confrontation) haa 
recently been Involved In a 
campaign concerning a vicloua 
attack by BNP members on 
local restaurant workers In 
Buntingford, Herts. Pursuing a 
lead, subversive elements 
attended a preliminary hearing 
at Hertford Magistrates Court 
attended by Milton Keynes 
fascists and Blood and Honour 
promoters Nell and Paul Parish. 
Nell Parish has featured with a 
number of other nlsflts In 
front page articles In the 
Milton Keynes press as a 
member of a BNP vigilante 
group claiming to represent 
I 'law and order'! At the end of 
the hearing, chubby, baby- 
faced Nell attempted to draw 
the attention of any court 
official who would listen to 
the presence In the street 
outside of two persons he 
appeared to Imagine were 
threatening him! A number of 
photographs were Indeed taken 
o( the baby-faced bandit 
showing him hiding in the 
corner of the court with his 
jacket pulled over his head. 
Ills missus finelly pulled up 
outside the court In the family 
motor and Nell ren outside In 
this frankly ridiculous posture 
and hid In the back seat of 
the car - still with the |acket 
over hts haadl! Driving away, 


inis explains their attltede reactionary ana inneranuy 
both to AFA end the BNP. anti working class; or as one 
Wkllo the BNP are vociferous of the anti-fascist activists 
aad parsaa a hardline ksyallat described It. "a parochial 
Image, Militant are forced to version of fascism. Though 


his missus shouted. In a rather 
futile gesture, "It's not my 
car!". Parish's lawyer has 
subsequently complained on his 
client's behell about 
intimidation!! 

The second hearing, an old- 
style committal, was sot for 



Monday April 13. and around 
40 people turned up at 9.00 
am to picket Herttord 
Magistrates Court, distribute 
leaflets and generally to harass 
the 0 fascist defendants. 
Foolishly as It turned out, a 
group ol 3 BNP earlybirds 
arrived before the court was 
open. One gangling village 
Idiot type immediately 
disappeared back round the 
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possible only because loyallam a| , owed t0 g0 ahaad an( j cited Despite the opposition of the 
aa an Ideology la thoroughly aifmplM from i ait years state. the Commemoration 
reactionary and Inherently support their action. Committee and the Republican 


reactionary and Inherently t support their action. Committee and the Republican 

anti working class; or as one Bands Alliance resolved that 

of the anti-fascist activists g)ayan arreat| f w hlch they the march would take place 
described It, "a parochial |||ad , 0 m entlon were all end called for their supporters 

version of fascism. Though yre(JJ ^ 300 strong to assemble In Edinburgh on 
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loyellsm Is based like racism I loyt | lit / faacJII counter-demo.); 30th May 


on bigotry 1 «• ,g A » 0 ngs (on a republican 

dimensional, a lingular hatred wou | d you 

for all thing! catholic, x 
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SCOTLAND OUT OF BRITAIN 
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LEFT VS RED ACTION 
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SCOTLAND OUT OF BRITAIN! 



TM* SBNSI OP BITTERNESS 

AND INJUSTICE PELT IN 

SCOTLAND AT TMI 
•I ELECTION OP ANOTHEI 
TORT GOVERNMENT HAS 
MANIPESTID ITSELF IN THE 
SHAPE OP THE 

NATIONALISTIC CAMPAIGN 
OP SCOTLAND UNITED. 

INSPIRED RT POP STARS AND 

POLITICIANS, THIS CAMPAIGN 
HAS 8UCCES8PULLY 

MOBILISED THOUSANDS TO 
SEVERAL RALLIES SINCE THE 
ELECTION RESULT 

Tha bit tar feeling has btM 
replaced with a (rowing 
nationalism which la essentially 
anti-Tory la natura. This is 
bacausa despite raturning a 
solid majority ol Labour rotas, 
Scotland is effectively 
governed by 11 Tory MPa (out 
of a total of 71) and a 
handful of araa licking Scottish 
lords, un-alactad and hellbent 
on implamaating Tory policlas 
on Health, Education and tha 
Poll Taa. 

Whilst the constitutloaal 
quaation hai dominated slnca 
tha election, It was an issue 
which was largely brought to 
the fora by tha Tories 
themselves In order to create 
confusion and to divert 
attention away from thalr 
decimation of Scottish Industry 
and towards a debate between 
Labour's "devolutlonlst" 

arguments and the SNP 
position of "Independence la 
Europe." Proof of manipulation 
of these arguments by tha 
Tories, came when tha Scottish 
edition of tha SUN declared 
Itself In favour of 

Independence with the headline 
"Rise now and be a nation 
again." TUus making Tt tKe 
only newapaper that supports 
tha SAS and tha SNPI 

From a position of being faced 
with a total wtpe-out. tha 
anti-Tory vote was successfully 
split and tha Conservatives 
actually gained two seatsl 
However, this result should be 
borne In proportion • tha 
Tories still only rapraaant 25\ 
of tha electorate, which Is 
hardly a mandate to carry on 
ragardleaa! 

However, tba constitutional 
question has nor receded after 
the election and it continues 
to gain ground. The Isolation 
that was felt by working class 
people in Scotland whan tha 
Poll Tan was Implemented a 
year In advance to Its 
Introduction In England and 
Wales has returned. It has 
broadened Into a developing 
nationalism which hat bean lad 
by Scotland United. 


This croas-elaaa alliance Ilka 
maay other campaigns which 
attempt to unite people at tha 
lowest common denominator 
(la ANL, ARA etc) is high on 
glossy leaflets and badges but 
low on a strategy to achieve 
Its objective of a Scottish 
parliament. 

Thera Is much emphasis oa 
large scale rallies and pop 
concerts but a growing 
raluctaoca to organise local 
campaigns and resistance to 
tha Tories In working class 
schemas. 

This Is bacausa Scotland 
United resembles very closely 
the safe 'Stop It' campaign 
that was organised by Labour 
and Trada Union bureaucrats 
against tha Poll Tan. It later 
became known as tha 'Pay It' 
campaign amongst anti-Poll 
Taa activists! 

Scotland United's unwillingness 
to campaign amongst the 
working class appears to stem 
from a paranoia about being 

"Infiltrated by Trots and tha 
SNP"! In other words, Scotland 
United, If tha Labour 
leadership have their way, will 
be about absorbing energy 
rather than achieving 


Independence or devolution. 

Thalr main demand for a 
multi-option referendum on 
Scotland! future could Itself 
prove to be a gift to the 
Tories. What If tha outcome 
ware to be Inconclusive which 
la highly likely based on tha 
propoeed three way question on 
Independence, devolution or the 
status quoT 

What other options does the 
campaign haveT 

The only real question that 
needs to be answered Is 
whether a Scottish parliament 
should be a devolved assembly 
which retained links with 
Westminster or a completely 
Independent parliament. 

Rad Action members In 
Scotland are In favour of an 

Independent Scottish parliament 
as opposed to the Labourite 
position of devolution. Tha last 
thing that we naed In Scotland 
Is another tier of local 
government. Labour Is already 
tha establishment In Scotland, 
In terms of local government, 
and has dona absolutely 
nothing to resist the Tories so 
why should their devolved 
assembly be any different? 


Predictably, pro-Labour lefties 

like Militant and tha SWP have 
backed the devolutions 
position "In the Interests of 
working class unity"! Both tha 
SWP and Militant are tied band 
and faat to the British state 
because they are tied 
politically to the British 
Labour Party (Militant don't 
have enough feet to put la 
their various camps; Labour, 

Scottish Militant Labour; 
Independent Labour). Thalr 

thinking Is dominated not by 
working class interests but by 
their own self-interest and 
romanticism. Both groups have 
argued that to break 
completely from tha British 
state would put at risk 
working class unity, built over 
generations! Since whan has 
tba unity of tha working class 
depended upon the 

constitutional arrangements of 
the ruling class? 

During the miners strika, tha 
strikers ware able to enlist 
support and solidarity from 
other workers around tha 
world. National boundaries 
don't stop the capitalists from 

organising multinational 

companies so why should an 
Independent Scotland make It 
any lean likely that workers in 


Glasgow and Edinburgh would 
support those la London or 
Liverpool fighting the same 
bow? 

Working class unity Isn't some 
romantic Ideal that etista only 
la the heads of a few lefty 
"revolutionaries". It becomes a 
reality as a result of struggle. 
Scottish, Bngllsh, and Walsh 
workers can still unite to fight 
the common aaemyl 

Rather than break down any 
unity that eslsts, an 
Independent Scotland could 
actually signal tha break-up of 
the UE state and the defeat 
of tha British ruling class. Tha 
false salty, rapreaaated by tha 
British state, represents only 
the Interests of Capitalism and 
Imperialism. 

Significantly, Scottish 

Independence could also mesa 
the beginning of the end for 
British Imperialism In Ireland. 
The opening up of a second 
front could seriously undermine 
Britain's Interests la Ireland 
and Inadvertently aid tha 
Republican cause. 

In tha process, tha Ideological 
twins of Loyallsm and 
Unionism; a distinction shared 
only by the Tories and tha 
BNF In Scotland-would have to 
be taken on and smashed. 


If tba British ruling claas can 
use "divide and rule" In 
Ireland, then it can be used 
against them and their sacred 
•United Kingdom'! 

Obviously, tha 'second rroat' 
in Scotland would have to 
determine Its own methods and 
tactics to achieve Its goals, 
but at tha moment, a 
campaign of direct actloo and 
civil disobedience rather than 
nr mad struggle are tha 
appropriate methods. Whilst 
soma starry eyed tartaa 
romantics might favour tha 
latter, it is necessary to 
establish working claas support 
for Independence. Thera have 
been moves to emulate tha 
armed struggle before which 
have invariably failed because 
of a lack of community 
support, state Infiltration and 
outright sabotage. Any moves 
to form "Tartan armlaa" would 
be astramely premature. If not 
suspect! 

Rad Action in Scotland has 
already produced a leaflet 
which proposed direct action 
and community organisation 
which goes well beyond tba 
rhetoric of tha left and 
Scotland United. Wa have 
already received favourable 


responses and three public 
meettnp are planned la 
working class areas around tha 
themes raised In tha leaflet. 


Rather than raising "demands" 
upon MPa, and councillors or 
proposing a "beefed-up" anti 
Foil tas campaign, Red Action 
advocated resistance to 
Waatmiastor rule. 

If the loft and tha natloaalists 
are serious about Scottish 
sovereignty and opposition to 
rule from Westminster, than 
why continue to pay for It? 
As wall as maintaining non¬ 
payment of tha Foil Taa. a 
campaign aimed at cutting off 
funds to oeatral government 
could bo organised. 


Non-payment of electricity .gas 
and TV licences would hit back 
at Tory privatisation as wall 
as affect their propaganda 
machino. 


Obviously, there would be 
natural fear about further non¬ 
payment campaigns but if wo 
can make our communities 
Sheriff free soaes then a little 
of tha same treatment would 
ensure that the gas, 
electricity, and TV snooper 
vans ware kept out of our 
areas. 


Trade Union backing could 
prevent any antagoaism 
developing. The unions could 
also force employees to atop 
collecting income tan further 
affecting government revenue. 


8uch measures have been used 
by tha civil rights movamoat 
In Ireland, the Basque country 
and even by squatters 
throughout Europe. 

They aren't utopian dreams. 
These forms of direct action 
are the sort of civil 
disobedience that would got 
results, and are a lot more 
realistic than tha dreamers 
who are staking Scotlands 
future on a rsfarandum! 


Instead of a phoney-war, such 
a campaign could force a real 
constitutional crisis that would 
be In tha Interests, not only of 
Scottish workers, but of tha 
English, Welsh and Irish at 
•eUl S. Mills. Glaafow. 

RED ACTION ARTICLES 

All signed articles are 
that persons own view, 
and may not necessarily 
reflect Red Action 
decided policy. 


CONNOLLY 
COMMEMORATION 
CRUSHED! 

CQWTD. FROM ntOWT PACE. 

launched one of tha biggest 
operations teen In Scotland 
since the miners atrlka In 
order to deny republicans the 
right to march. 

At the usual 'warm-up' march 
In Glaagow, there was an 
unusually high police presence 
who were determined to stamp 
their authority on the 
marchers and their supporters. 
Two people were arretted at 
tha Glaagow march. One of 
these was a Rad Action 
member telling the Celtic 
famine, 'Tiocfaidh Ar La', who 
was told that ho was being 
detained under tha FTA. He 
was held for S hours and was 
subsequently Informed that the 
charges against him ware for 
'Breach of the Fence' aod 
'Resisting Arrest'. Buses, 
booked bv Republican bands 
well in advance were persuaded 
by the police not to turn up. 
Thoae which did ware followed 
and turned back before they 
reached Edinburgh. 

Meanwhile, In Edinburgh Itaelf, 
hundreds of police swamped 
the city centra, haraseing 
anyone who attempted to 
assemble with others. Feoplo 
ware moved oa from bus stops, 


thrown out of pubs and 
hounded out of the city 
centra. 

Clearly there are legal 
questions regarding Individual 
civil liberties and the right of 
republicans to march which 
ought to be pursued. 
However, any challenge In the 
courts, should be properly 
regarded as a supplement to 
the challenge on the streets, 
not an alternative to one. 
Tny over-reliance on state 
courts to overturn state bans, 
can mean that everything 
becomes subordlnete to this 
legal strategy. This mav lead 
to demoralising compromises, 
Including the motive for 
holding the commemoration 
being dapolitlclsed by the 
organisers, In pursuit of the 
required 'respectable Image'. 

With all the eggs In tha legal 
basket, alternative manouevers 
or fallback positions are never 
seriously considered or worked 
out. In the absence of a 
political strategy, tha collapse 
of the legal strategy often 
leads or can be used as a 
pretest to shelve any further 
plans to hold an out-door 
commemoration, at all as, 
"hopeless". This Is what 
happened In Glasgow where tha 
Hunger Strika Committee under 
tha stewardship of the Labour 
Committee on Ireland ware 
banned last year. T* 


have failed to evea apply for 
a march this year. 

In complete contrast to the 
wretched capitulation in 

Glasgow, the Edinburgh 

committee stood Its ground 
and never lost sight of the 
fact that a certain defiance of 
the state Is inevitably built 
into such occasions. Indeed to 
salute and immortalise the 
armed defiance of a historic 
and revolutionary figure la 
after all tha principle reason 
for the march's ailstancal 
For that reason Connolly 
should be commemorated la 
Glasgow and Edinburgh this 
year. Whether In the form of 
marches or at public meetings 
and rallies. If tha state 
succeeds In keeping the 
Connolly march (which already 
has a large base of working 
class support) off tha road, 
this will not rapraaant an and 
to Its ambition. 

This is evident from tha fact 
that tha Intimidation and 
harassmant mated out by the 
state and the loyalists to the 
young Republican organisers In 
the build up to the march, has 
not ended but Intensified. 

A week prior to tha march 
one of the organisers, was 
phoned at his home by the 
Special Branch, who warned 
him that his name and tha 
names and addresses of others 
active on the committee had 


bean circulated among 
loyalists. Leas than ten minutes 
after the 'warning', two 
strangers attempted to force 
his door but were spotted by 
neighbours. In the weeks 
following the march up to tan 
Special Branch officers have 
been involved In surveillance 
and naked harassment of the 
organisers. By targetting the 
core activists on the 
committee they are serving 
notice that they Intend to 
encourage the committee, to 
wind up voluntarily! In 
recognition of the fact that 
the lamas Connolly match It 
tha now tha only Republican 
event left In Britain with 
genuine public appeal, It faces 
tha danger of It too, being 
laft Isolated by fair weather 
friends. Red Action members 
from Glaagow, Edinburgh, 
London, Liverpool and 
Manchester made It to 
Edinburgh on tha day, precisely 
for that reason, and will be 
part of any campaign to 
overcome the harassment of 
Republicans by tha state. 

For this march to survive, a 
•pacific atrategy needs to be 
adopted, with tha aim of 
mobUtalag the groataat poaslble 
■umber of working claaa people 
from the natural reservoirs of 
support for Republicanism that 
estate la Sootlaed. 
la addition, a atioaal 


strategy aeeda to be developed 
to match aad counter the 
f am liar bet affective national 
strategy of the state.This la 
now, obviously necessary, evea 
areest If visible ReoubUcaa 
nunti meat la Itself to survive. 


FURY OVER- 

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE. 
Implicit In the 'Workers 
Fower' criticism is tha 
suggestion that being lesbian 
or gay, must be )uitaposed 
somehow against being working 
class 1 Soma of tha others 
interviewed Included a veteran 
of Cable Street, a tacked 
docker, a professional boaer, 
and a former UDA supporter. 
All of thoae Interviewed had 
been attacked or felt 
threatened by tha fascist 
renaissance, at to thalr tesual 
preference, because none of 
them felt it appropriate to tall 
ua, we Ilka 'Workers Fower', 
can only speculate. Tha 
eiclutive employment of 
visibly working class 
advocates was quite 

deliberate to remind people 
that with regard to the anti¬ 
fascist struggle, both in 
victory and defeat the working 
claas has always had primacy. 
To warn people that since the 
30's, the last time fascism 
made Its appearance aa a 
European wide phenomenon, 
the German Communist Farty 


had 100,000 registered 
members. Today that living 
link between the revolutionary 
left and the working class hat 
withered. Is dead. To 
admonish them against 
complacency because today 
many of the traditional 
working class institutions of 
defence have collapsed or era 
disfunctions!. As a result, 
embittered by repeated 
betrayals the most disaffected, 
sections of the working class 
across Europe, have begun to 

look rightward for radical 
solutions. To alert everyone 
to the fact that when fascism 
has been stopped it Is only 
working class peple that have 
stopped It. To point out that 
the dally skirmishes taking 
place on the streets across 
Europe today, ere not the 
beginning of a war between 
different classes, or a war 
between different races, but 1s 
essentially a struggle 
conducted within the seme 
class. A rudimentary struggle 
between right and left for 
physical and Idological 
hegemony, but this time being 
fought out within the sole 
bastion of anti-fascism; the 
working class. It is the seme 
people who were party to the 
betrayals, who have turned 
thalr back on the class, who 
are now moat blind to this 
reality. 




) 



TYNE & WEAR AFA 
A MOCKERY! 


Dear Rad Action 

I started doing a bit of work 
with TWAFA In Sop/Oct laat 
year becauie I wanted to do 
something about the faaciita 
and didn't know anyone elae 
who waa doing anything locally 
but had heard of AFA 
(TWAFA shouldn't be 'allowed' 
to use these Initials they're a 
mockery!). Since then fee 
done a lot of work for them 
which has gone largely 
unappreciated In that any 
discussion I attempt to 
Instigate on tactics gets 
dismissed or simply ignored. 

Their main campaign has bean 
in Sunderland since than, 
where the BNP have been 
allowed to establish a regular 
paper sale since last summer 
and now It is their main base 
hare (there's no doubt that 
they are getting more 
established In this region). 
TWAFA's response has bean to 
stand In the same area near 
the BNP giving out leaflets 
about how nasty and racist and 
violent the BNP are. In other 
words, advertising them more 
than the BNP themselves do 
and ao attempt is made to 
confront them either 
Ideologically or physically. 
Thay cannot offer an 
ideological alternative because 
thay claim to be "hideously 
respectable" (council funded) 
non-party-political Including 
reltgous and community groups 
(although tha inclusion of 
these groups Is massively 
exaggerated!) Thay think cross 
class unity is the only solution 
(but don't achieve any!) and 
aren't Interested In tha 
working class and winning over 
possible fash supporters by 
offering an alternative. 

Thay believe In complaining 
through official channels as 
the only solution and 
petitioning tha council to ban 
BNP paper sales, prosecute 
them for stickers and fly 
posting ate! Thay have such a 
shallow solution to tha 
problem. It makes me sick- 
thay oavar even think about 
addressing root causes. This Is 
made worse because there's 
one or two good people 
wasting thair time with them 
but more Importantly because 
they aliaeate so many 
potential working class anti¬ 
fascists as well as driving 
other people Into the arms of 
tha fascists through their 
* nauseating tactics! Thay also 
'give the fascists confidence as 
thay think that this Is the best 
we can manage In tha way of 
opposition to tham-hardly a 
threat to their Intimidating 
and dominating imaga and 
tactics. 

Some TWAFA leaflets do 
nothing more than list criminal 
convictions o( various fascists 
throughout tha countryl I'll try 
and sand you a sample of 
soma of their leaflets and 
newsletters so you gat tha real 
flavour! 

TWAFA has a mailing list of 
nearly 300 people for Its 
newsletter (mostly Labour 
movement people and council 
leaders) but can't mobilise 
even II of these to help with 
surveillance or intelligence 
atcll It has resources due to 
council funding but creates so 
much bureaucracy for Itself 
that tha struggle Just gats 
burled! Thay are more 
Interested in working with 
professional community workers 
than working class people. 

The BNP are getting so 

confident that they turned up 


at the annual turgid Mayday 
rally! There was 500 lefties 
and eight fascists - they 
didn't even come "mob 
handed" though: they didn't 
bring any "heavies" Just a 
regular paper selling squadl 
They injured two lefties but 
walked out of the park 
relatively unscathed apart from 
the efforts of a few of us who 
dodged the ANL and other 
lefties who tried to i 
people hitting them 1 The fash 
won this episode wot the left, 
it was appalling the lefties 
Just didn't know what to do 
thay Just wanted to Ignore 

them! 

The TWAFA response to Blood 
and Honour gigs up here is to 
find out on the night (by 

surveillance) where it Is then 

call the police and ask them 
to stop It - which they didn't 
do surprisingly enough - and 
they get to have their gigs 

unhampered! 

problem that an "Intensive" 
ten month campaign 
(leaf letting nearly every 
Saturday) has had little effect 
on the BNP snd even worse 
anti-fascists have stopped 
coming to leafletting sessions 
to the eitent that Instead of 
forty people, there Is less than 
ten and It's not safe to 
leafletl People that should 
know better could not see the 
problem/answer that Is staring 
them in the (ace-someone had 
the audacity to suggest that 
we were seen too much as 
Labourites and rabble and we 
should market ourselves to 
Tories and Liberals etc and 
stop doing street work and 
concentrate on complaining 
through official channels 
instead! Needless to say I 
couldn't even be bothered to 
waste my breath again, raising 
a class analysis and class 
struggle politics! Someone 
complained about the number 
of lifestylelsts, hunt sabs types 
that used to come to 
leaflettings aod get us a bad 
Image. Someone else cuggested 
mobilising the AFA northern 
network to occupy the pub the 
fascists use (and picket It and 
petition the brewery etc). I 
suggested that a stunt like this 
for s couple of hours one day 
would do nothing In the long 
term battle against racism and 
fascism. I was told It would 
get the manager bad publicity 
but I don't think many people 
would care if they're not anti- 
racist! 

I bet this letter makes real 
depressing reading HOWEVER 
IT IS NOT ALL BAD NEWS! 
Through TWAFA. Class War, 
Anti Poll Tax etc: I have met 
a (ew people who agree with 
the need for an effective AFA 
group and slowly we have 
the need for an effective AFA 
group and slowly we have 
enough people dotted far and 
wide throughout the region to 
got a network together (to 
defend each other initially and 
also start an AFA group with 
a gig/public meeting etc). I 
agree with the notion of 
polsrislng people along 
racist/anti-raclst lines as the 
main division. I think we've all 
got to concentrate on getting 
the fundamental message 
across to the rest of the 
working class that racism and 
capitalism stinks and why and 
that there can be something 
better! 

On that happy note I'd best 
shut up for now! 

Take Care 

T. F. 

Heaton 

Newcsstle upon Tyne 


STATE 

CAPITALISM 


Dear Red Action 

I am writing to your 
organisation for the first time. 
I am a member of the 
Socialist Workers Party In 
Japan, for which I am working 
as a contact here In Britain. 

I have been Informed that your 
tendency hold the theory of 
state capitalism as well as 
ourselves end I would like to 
study your view, particularly in 
comparison with Tony Cliff's 
version. (Despite the name, we 
don't affiliate to the British 
SWP though we have some 
contact). 

In Solidarity 



}. It comae from 
a perspective that Is 
profoeadly aati-working etnas. 
Tbe state capitalist 


• change of 

form from a 
(degenerate?) workers' state 
to a form of state capitalism 
la 1I1L We do net see that 
grow ads for this 



next ten Issues. 

I found It very good reading, 
especially the hard-lloe 
Republican stance and 
your support for the Irish 
Republican Army in their war 
against the British state In the 
six counties (and beyond). 

I'm a committed Scottish 
Republican who also wants to 
see (hopefully very soon) a 
thirty two county Irish, Welsh 
and English Socialist Republics 
as a matter of principle. My 
support for Scottish 
Independence isn't based on 
any sort of "Bonnie Prince 
Charlie romanticism" (although 
the after-effects of Culloden 
with Cumbernauld racist anti- 
caltic stance was every bit as 
severe as the "Hell or 
Connaught" position faced by 
the Irish during Cromwell's 
rule.) It Is based on the sort 
of arguments put forward by 
the likes of Lenin who 
admitted that It was the right 
of every nation In Europe to 
self determination (whilst 
denying It too a large pert of 
the USSRI) and by this 
country's (Scotland's) greatest 
Socialist ever, John MacLean, 
who "unashamedly" stood on a 
platform calling for a Scottish 
Workers republic, until he was 
killed due to herdshlps faced 
In the custody of his majesty 
(l.e. HMP Peterhead etc). 

Does your "Endorsement" of 
"the armed struggle as a 
legitimate tactic" also convey 
to Scotland, and if eg: a 
Scottish Republican Army were 
set up would you support It? 
Yours aye 
D. F. 

Knockanrloch 

Moray 

PS Keep up the good work 
with Anti Fascist Action. You 
may be Interested to know 
that on Sat 32nd at the 
Aberdeen v Rangers game, the 
Rangers fans flew a BNP flag 
throughout the game (as well 
as giving their usual nasi 
salutes!). 


among my branch either. 

I was Interested in your 
com menu In the article 
'TroUky's verdict on the ANL' 
(Issue 62). I've gotta bone to 
pick about your Inferences on 
the class nature of local 
government workers. Yeah, I 
have got a college education 
(surprise, surprise) but most of 
the workers In Housing 
Benefits and Poll Tax and 
cashiers and telephonists etc. 
have not. Nor do they have 
"leisurely careers" 

unfortunately. To most of us 
Local Government work is Just 
a Job and not a particularly 
well paid or stress free one at 
that. I, for one fucking hate it 
and wish I was educated 
enough to do something else. 
That said I do think you've 
come close to the truth In the 
article. 

Anyway, best wishes. I'll still 
be supporting AFA after the 
ANL mark II has dissolved - 
sooner rather than later I 
expect. 

Yours C. T. 

Grays 



20th a two storey house, 
number 20 Schmldt-Ruehl 
Street In the Scoeaefeld 
district of Leipslg, postal 
address of the FAP. 

We only knew for certain, that 
the Leipslg FAP official Dirk 
Zlmmermann lived there, with 
a girlfriend, whose name we 
don't know. The windows of 
the ground floor were boarded 
up. 

When we forced our way Into 
the otherwise undefended house 
during the night before the 
nasi demo, only the woman 
whom we'd seen In the days 
beforehand was sleeping there. 
We asked her to dress and 
come with us outside Into the 
courtyard. The dog had 
panicked as we came In and 
we made sure that It was able 
to get out. 

In tha occupied rooms naxl 
emblems and swastikas were 
hung on the walls along with 
different sorts of military shit. 
There was an office, where we 
found FAP and Viking Youth 
papers, which we took with us 
and had a good laugh at. We 
found amongst them:- 

- Membership papers from the 
FAP and Viking Youth. 

-Photos, VJ brochures, 


correspondence 

with 

other 

nail's. 

-Court 

papers 

to do 

with 

actual 

bodily 

harm, 

police 

papers 

about the confiscation 

of a firearm. 



-Material about the 'Auschwlti 

hoax', 

against 

abortion, 

arms 


Red Action want to support all 
tbe theoretical implications of 
the state capitalist formula as 



It is 

reactionary than 
the orthodox Trotskyism of the 
workers' state position. 

Norn to the poiat. Red Action 
is not a sectarian organisation 
which offers Its members e set 
of dogmatic 



its Identity In opposition to 
both other left groepe and the 
class by reference to them. 


ad polemic wlthla 
the left related to practical 
and theoretical laeaee. both 
wlthla aed without the 
organisation. 

Articles la the Red Action 
paper ere printed with the 
■ndentaodtag that they do not 
represent a fixed system of 
laeoaUovertfble Interpretations 
or as B unique blueprint for 
revolutioeary 


contributions to a continuing 
dialogue within the 
tradition; a tradition a 
u part of 


'definitive' positions fixed la 
of party 


atity 


Action's 
imarlly on 


Its 

practice. Theoretical positions 
are ultimately ao more than 
articulations of claaa location. 

Red Action 

examining the 

Trotskylta sad aeo Trotskylta 


of the StaUalst states appears 
la tsseas I I • of the Joe real 
Open Polemic (OP BOX till 
London WSt PF) 


Self- 

Determination 


Dear Red Action 

Thanks very much for the 
stickers (I'm sure they'll 
brighten up tome lamp-posts 
etc somewhere) and the two 
copies of Red Action. Please 
find '-losed £3.00 for the 


THE FASCISTS 

Dear Red Action 

Could you send me 250 
"Beating the FascisU" stickers. 
I and my friends are getting 
Increasingly pissed off with the 
slow, creeping Increase of NF 
propaganda in and around 
Birmingham. 

If you also send me 10 copies 
of Red Action I will try to 
sell these amongst friends, also 
could you send me a copy of 
'We are Red Action'. 

Although not yet a member I 
will try to promote and bring 
awareness of Red Action to as 
many people as possible. 

The fight against Fascism is 
all too Important to ignore, 
united In strength we should 
work together to crush 
BNP/NF Influence. I look 
forward to an early reply! Best 
wishes. 

G. F. 

Birmingham 


CMISE TO 
THE 
TRUTH 

Dear Red Action 

Hit Been reading your paper 
for a year or so when I can 
get It on demos and pickets 
and stuff-thought I'd plunge 
for a subscription. I like the 
AFA reports and stuff on 
Ireland. The stickers'll go 
some way to unsettling the 
local BNP squad In Ilford 
where I'm living for the 
moment. I'm actually a 
member of the SWP but I've 
supported AFA's views for a 
number of years and continue 
to do so despite ANL mark II 
which Is not measuring up to 
my expectations! I'm not alt^ y 


I read this item, laughed and 
thought you would appreciate 
It. It's taken from an 
'autonome' paper 'Ausbrucb' 
(Break Out) published in 
south-west Germany. If you 
can't find space pass It on to 
some other worthy organisation 
like AFA, the DAM or 
whatever. 

I hope It demonstrates that 
not all Is fascist gloom and 
doom over here. 

On March 21et various nasi 
organisations mobilised across 
Germany for a demonstration 
intended to gain a foothold in 
Leipslg, where they are not 
yet particularly strong, and 
generally to strengthen their 
organisation. Among those 
expected were leading nail's 
such as Christian Worch of the 
FAP (Free Workers Party) or 
Thomas Dlenal from Weimar, 
currently occupied with the 
setting up of the NDP 
(German National Party). 

We ware prompted by this 
mobilisation to visit on March 


magaslnes. International fascist 
propoganda. 

We destroyed the flat and the 
office In the otherwise 
unoccupied house, made sure 
that the woman really had 
been alone and set the house 
on fire, because It was used 
exclusively by the nail's. It 
happened to be a detached 
house, so that there was no 
threat to Innocent people. 
Obviously the nail's were 
feeling very secure or It 
wouldn't have been so easy for 
us. For example, the door of 
the house was open, there 
were no sentries, despite the 
public anti-fascist counter 
mobilisation for the nest day. 
and this despite the house 
having already been the target 
of an anti-fascist action once 
before. 

It Is possible to attack the 
fascists and their organisation! 
Think about actlons-don't 
leave them In peace! 

Ever more attacks, so that 
they can do less political work 
(and are occupied with their 
own self protection). 

Autonome Anti-Fascists 


JOIN 

RED ACTION 

Rad Action is an organisation founded b> working class 
pertplr in work for II* furthering of the cansr of 
Socialism. Membership is open lo all who accept our 
political prioepies and pus s weekls subscription T.very 
member has an equal sole on all Red Action polks and 
decisions. 

If you support our aims bul do not wish lo become a 
member, you can become a supporting member. This dors 
not entitle you lo sole, bul you will receive. 

1. A free subscription to tbe newspaper. 

2. A regular internal newsletter that will beep you 
informed of what is going on in the organisation. 

J. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area. 
The cost for this is (20 for one year. 

Subscriptions to the paper are still available separately. 

The cost is l .1 pounds for ten issues. Please remember that 
producing a paper is a very uneconomic business and w r 
are always very graleful for any donations, and especially 
grateful lo anyone who can lake extra copies lo tell. 

All cheques sad postal orders should be made payable 
lo Red Action 

BM BOX 37, LONDON 
WC1N3XX 



A COMEDY OF ERRORS 

Tfv^ rest o f; ie fct u-wshs RidAction 


Worker* Power (WP no. 148) 
recently published an article 
on Red Action, In which they 
concluded that RA rejected 
Mari'* concept of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 
They have ilnce apologised and 
acknowledged that RA doe* not 
reject thl* concept • Juit the 
reverse. RA'i reply ha* been 
puollthed in WP no. 152. It I* 
accompanied by a lecond 
attack on RA written by Mark 
Harrlaon. In their tecond 
attack, RA I* *tiRmatl*ed as 
practising "vulgar sociology" 
and of being - wait for it - 
"squeamish utopian Stalinists". 
Much more Important than any 
amount of sectarian abuse Is 
the dispute concerning the 
place of democratic forms 
within Mari's conception of 
the workers' state, led Action 
believes that It Is epoa this 


iMee that the right of 
revolutionary socialists to cell 
themselves 'Nanisl' above all 
depends. 

In a key passage, Workers 
Power mggest that, 

"the proletariat has to create 
an authority for Itself, aad 
Indeed over Itself that allows 
Its vast numerical strength to 
be concentrated at the 
decisive point.” 

Whoa there! "An authority for 
itself" - of course, this is the 
essence of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. This Is the 
essence too, of Engel's 
defence of centralisation and 
authority in relation to the 
anarchists - against whom his 
arguments are directed. 
Engel's entire point Is thet 
without the centralisation of 
authority "In the hands of the 


proletariat” (WP), there can be 
no democracy, no "aathortty of 
the majority over the 
minority" (Engels). That Is. 
centralisation and political 
authority are the eaeeetla) 
instruments of workers' 

democracy without which there 

could be no democracy of any 
kind. 

Now esamlne, most carefully, 
the neit bit: "aad ladaed over 
Itself*. Indeed! Hero Is the 
essence of the 

Trotskylte/Leninist revision of 
Marilst political principles 

eipressed with clarity and 
simplicity. Consider what this 
formula could possibly mean. It 
does not mean that the 

workers elect an eiecutlve to 
implement the programme 
democratically decided upon by 


the class, but an authority 
that imposes Its own 

programme irrespective of the 
wishes and interests of the 
class. Do Workers Power 
suggest that there should be a 
referendum In which the 
proletariat Is asked, "Do you 
agree to surrender all political 
authority to the self-elected 
and Irremovable Central 
Committee until the Central 
Committee decides to give It 
backT" Perhaps not. But how 
else would the proletariat 
"create an authority over 
Itself"? In effect Workers 
Power argue that the working 
class is Incapable of providing 
Its own leadership • of 
Instituting politicsl rule of and 
for Itself ■ and that political 
authority is therefore the 
pregrogative of a "self- 
selected" revolutionary party. 


mm 4 M M 


The key to any analysis of 
Mari's own concept of the 
workers' state Is an 
Rumination of his reaction to 
the Paris Commune of 1171. 
He wrote a contemporary 
account of the revolutionary 
events In France ('The Civil 
War In France') during this 
period which provides an 
urfrlvalled insight Into his 
understanding of the processes 
of proletarian revolution. The 
war between France and 
Germany In 1870 had led to 
the the capitulation of the 
French and the siege of Paris 
by Pruulan armies. Ordered to 
surrender by their own 
government, the Parisian 
workers of the National Guard 
seised political power In 
defiance of both the Prussian 
armies and the bourgeois 
republic based at Versailles. 
This was the Paris Commune. 
It Instituted revolutionary 
forms of proletarian 
'dictatorship* and In its short 
eiistence before being 
defeated by the armed forces 
of the counter-revolution, 
formed the first workers' state 
in history. Mars asserted that: 
"With the struggle in Paris the 
struggle of the working class 
against the capitalist class and 
its state has entered upon a 
new phaso...a new point of 
departure of world-wide 
historical Importance has been 
gained." 

Workers Power however want 
to suggest that Mars was 
critical of the 'naive' 
democracy eihibited by the 
Commune and favoured a 
dictatorship of a restricted 
'cadre' type grouping. They 
allege that Mari at one point 
criticised the Commune for 
being too lenient with the 
forces of reaction. This is so. 
The Paris proletariat showed 
too much "good nature" 
towards Its enemies as Mari, 
In a private letter, phrases it. 
Therefore, Workers Power 
conclude, Mari believed that 
power should be concentrated 
in a "self-selected" (WP) 
Central Committee. This of 
course doesn't follow: a 
democratic majority can 
perfectly well be as ruthless, 
violent and so on, as any 
oligarchic committee. 

Centralisation and forcible 
action can be sanctioned by a 
democratic majority of the 
working class as well as by a 
military Junta. 

In their article, Workers Power 
say that Mari criticised the 
Commune for not being 
"authoritarian enough". Let us 
see what Mari hlmielf wrote, 
in his major published work on 
the 1871 events, 'The Civil 
War In France': 

"In their reluctance to 
continue the civil war—the 
Central Committee made Itself 
guilty of a decisive mistake In 
not at once marching on 
Versailles." (Mars) 


Mari ascribes this decisive 
mistake to the "Indulgence" of 
the Central Committee, which 
Mari says was. "Interpreted as 
mere symptoms of weakness.” 
This is the same Central 

Committee that Workers Power 
contrast to the allegedly 

weak-willed Commune and as 
commend as being composed of 
"the most decisive and 

resolute elements"! 

What was this "Central 

Committee"? Mari says It was 
the "provisional government" 
of the "glorious working men's 
revolution" of March 1871. 
Workers Power tell us further 
that the Central Committee 
was "self-selected" (WP) and 
praise It for being so: 

'The Central Committee of the 
National Guard gained power 
not through an election bet 
through aa uprising."! WP) 

That is quite unequivocal: the 
Central Committee, say 
Workers Power, was aot 
elected and allege that Mari 
supported it against the 
elected body of the Commune. 
It Is difficult to know whether 
this Is a conscious effort at 
misrepresentation or simple 
Incompetence. But at leant 
Workers Power have come out 
of the cloaet and declared 
themselves ia favour of the 
leadership of a band of 
dedicated revolutionaries who 
are not elected by anyone but 
thumselves - aad who thea 
overale the decisions of the 
representative body of the 
claaa Itself. These of course, 
are the putchlst tactics of 
August Blanqui - who had 
many followers in the Paris 
Commune. 

Perhaps Workers Power are In 
fact confusing Blanqui with 
Mari, because Mari says. In a 
well known test, that the 
"Central Commute was 
"elected by virtually the whole 
body" of the National Guard, 
some 300,000 in number, "the 
bulk of which consisted of 
working men." In fact, 215 nut 
of 270 battalions of the 
National Guard took part In 
the elections: the rest Mari 
calls, "the old Bonaparttst 
formations". Mari stresses that 
within the National Guard, 
consisting of, "all the armed 
manhood of Paris", It was, 
"the working class battalions 
who had taken the Initiative." 

In the original draft of 'The 
Civil War In France', Mari 
eiplains In considerable detail 
the basis of the Central 
Committee's election: 

On Its misting mlltiary 
organisation (the National 
Guard) grafted a political 
federation according to a very 
simple plan. It was the 
alliance of all the National 
Guard, put Into connection one 
with the other by thh 
delegates (Mari's emphasis) of 


each company, appointing In 
their turn the delegates of the 
battalions, who In their turn 
appointed general delegates 
who were to represent a 
district and to cooperate with 
the delegates of the nineteen 
other districts. Those twenty 
delegates, chosen by the 
majority of the battalions of 
the National Guard, composed 
the Central Committee.-" 

It Is too late ror Workers 
Power to sneak back In the 
closet and claim they didn't 
really mean to endorse the 
Imposition of a "self-selected" 
putchlst and eipllcltly anti¬ 
democratic clique over the 
authority of the elected 
representatives of the class or 
that this process was somehow 
not a 'real' election. Mari 
himself bars the way 
unequivocally: 

"Never were elections more 
sifted, aever did delegates 
more fully represent the 
maaaoa from which they woro 
sprung." 

All of this, let It be carefully 
emphasised, refers to the 


Fundamental to the theory 
and practice of the 
revolutionary left is a 
radical and perverse revision 
of the theory and practice 
of Mari and Bagels. In 
effect, this revision la 
theory has come to 
r op resent the negation of 
revolutionary practice, led 
Action's "Impertinent" 

mploratioo of the central 
issues Involved has led to 
the rest of the left being 
forced to nbnndoe or defend 
theoretical positions 

previously regarded aa 
Impregnable. This article 
illustrates how a 

representative group of the 
revolutionary left. Workers 
Power, have been forced to 
make their hitherto Implicit 
break with Mari and Kegels 
open and aipliclL. 


election of the Central 
Committee which Workers 
Power praise precisely for 
being "unelocted" and as being 
evidence of Mari's support for 
the dictatorship of unelected, 
authoritarian cliques over the 
class!! It must rank as one of 
the most bliarre, contorted 
and embarrassing arguments 

ever produced by a 
revolutionary sect. 

Mari's support for the "sifted" 
democracy of the Central 
Committee is not limited as a 
transitory or special form. It 
is designed to eitend through 
the whole of society: 

"The Paris Commune was to 
serve of course, as a model to 
all the great Industrial centres 
of France. The Communal 

regime once established In 
Paris and the secondary 

centres, the old centralised 

government would In the 
provinces too. have to give 
' ly to the self-government of 


the producers—The rural 
communes of every district 
were to administer their 
common affairs by an aaaembly 
of delegates In the central 
town, and these district 
assemblies were sgain to send 
deputies to the national 
delegation in Paris, each 
delegate to be at any time 
revocable and bound by the 
mandate or formal Instructions 
of his constituents." 

Conversely, Mari describes 
the proposal of Workera 
Power and other 

Trotskylte/Leninist groups of 
that ilk, !.e. the assumption of 
dictatorial power by a groups 
of "self-selected" end 
"scientific" socialists in the 
midst of revolutionary crisis - 
their "taking power aot 
through an election but 
through an uprising" (WP) • 
as a counter revolution against 
the Commune. For, 

On the other hand, nothing 
could be more foreign to the 
spirit of the Commune than to 
supersede univeraal suffrage by 
hierarchical Investiture." 

As (or the formula of Workers 
Power, that the proletariat will 
need to erect a (state) power 
"over" Itself, Mari eiamlnas 
this very question In some 
detail: 

"...all public functions—wore 
to be eiecuted by Communal 
agents and therefore, under 
the control of the Commune. 
It Is one of the absurdities to 
say that the central functions, 
not of governmental authority 
over the people, but 
necessitated by the general 
and common wants of the 
country, would become 
Impossible. These functions 
would eiist, but the 
functionaries themselves could 
not, as In the old 
governmental machinery, raise 
themselves over real society 
because the functions were to 
be eiecuted by Communal 
agents and therefore, always 
under real control." 

That 1s to say, such agents 
would always be electable and 
revocable. Here Mari Identifies 
the institution of political 
authority ovwr society (the 
Workers Power prescription) 
with the "old", i.e. bourgeois, 
state. He further differentiates 
necessary and legitimate 
governmental functions 

("general and common wants") 
from "governmental authority 
over the people" • which he 
eipllcltly rejects. 

How do the Leninists and 
Trotskyltes reply to that? If 
they were honest and said 
publicly what they presumably 
say In private, they would 
argue that Mari was wrong, 
and that the party dictatorship 
of the Bolsheviks demonstrated 
a higher level of revolutionary 
organisation than any known 
to, or anticipated by, Mari. It 
would at least have the merit 
of being an honest and 
coherent proposition. Red 
t 


Action though, remains with 
Mari on tha question. It la 

■A's belief that aay 
revolutionary socialist 

aifaeleatlni that opposes itself 
to Man oa the abeotuteiy 
central issue of the principle 
of worker* democracy. Is oot 
entitled to call Itself 0 
Marilst orgaeisatioe. 

Workers Power accuse RA of 
presenting the elected body of 
the Paris Commune as a 
"perfect Ideal" - 'utopianism' 
• which they say, Mari "never 
did" (WP). In fact. RA has 
never done anything eicept 
quote Mari's own opinion on 
the matter! It is Mari who 
holds the communal form of 
organisation as a model for 
the dictatorship of th* 
proletariat, being: 

"the political form at last 
discovered under which to 
work out the economical 
emancipation of labour." 

If Workers Power still want to 
repeat the slander that it is 
RA who "Idealise" the 
revolutionary democratic 

Institution of the Commune 
while Mari aad Engels as they 
say "attacked* (WP) It as not 
being 'dictatorial' enough, then 
let them chew on this: 

■Look at tbe Pari* Commas*. 
That waa tbe dictatorakip of 
tbe proletariat." (Engels). 

Or this: 

"there cannot be two opiaioas 
about It - tbe Coamaae was 
tbe conquest of political power 
of the worklag classes." 
(Mara). 

But Workers Power and the 
Trotskyists do have a "second 
opinion" on the Commune - 
they allege that, "Mars and 
Engels have very serious 
criticisms of the Commune" 
(WP). For RA the definition of 
a 'workers' state' (and 
equally, of tha 'dictatorship of 
the proletariat') is Just this: 
"the political power of the 
working class" - no more or 
less. Aay authority elected by 
the class must be at Mari 
himself stresses, accooatabie 
aad revocable (La. 

democratically removable). It 
does not of course mean that 
a workers' state once 
constituted will never 
henceforward, make mistakes. 
Mari said more than once that 
the Commune acted "with no 
pretentions to Infallibility” and 
was "not ashamed to confess 
blunders by correcting them." 

II does maaa that IA, aloag 
with Mars, believes that they 
caaeot aad will sat bt 
corrected by the authoritarian, 
baruaacratlc macblaatioaa of 
self-selected committees of 
■scieatific* socialists a la 
Workers Power. To this end, 
the public functions, Mari 
Insists, "military, admin¬ 
istrative, political", must be 
made "real workman's 
function*. Instead of the 
hidden attributes of a trained 
caste." It is not centralisation 
and authority that RA (or 
Mari or Engels) object to - on 
the contrary they are the 
aeceesary Instruments of any 
democratic process. But the 
entire question revolves around 
the question, who eiercises tbe 
authority and who does the 
centralising and oa behalf of 
whom? Red Action Insists 
that It mutt be a majority of 
tbe working class. 

In a number of articles. RA 
hat stressed that the primary 
condition of any form of 
revolutionary workers' state It 
the democratic organisation of 
the workers themselves. Mari 
puts this concisely: 

"Whatever the merits of the 
single measures of the 
Commune, its greatest measure 
was Its own organisation." 

Its political and social 
character, Mari asserts, 
consists not In any specific 
'programme' or 'perspective', 
but, "only In this, that 
workmen govern the Paris 
Commune." 

Mari adds that the Commune, 
"consisted of simple working 
men" - Its most important 
qualification. Further, this 
communal form of political 
organisation was to eitend 
throughout the new workers' 
'state'. In other words: 

"The great social measure of 
the Commune was Its own 
working eiistence. Its special 



The dictatorship of tbe 
proletariat Is defined by Its 
class form and clast content - 
and not by the Ideology or 
programme of a sect of 
political "scientists*. 

This Is the real meaning of 
Mari'!. attacks on th* 
Utopians. He eiplains the roots 
of their utopianism: 

"All the socialist founders of 
sects belonged to a period In 
which the working classes 
themselves were neither 
sufficiently trained and 
organised by the march of 
capitalist society Itself to 
enter as historical agents upon 
the world's stage..." 

Evidently Workers Power still 
believe this to be true, though 
Mari even in 1871, patently 
did not. Bat la that case, they 
would gala far more respect 
by coaeciouaiy aad avowedly 
building their organisetioa on 
that premiss, rather than 
continuing to pretend that they 
are follower* of Mari. 

Workers Power claim for 
eiample, that the preservation 
of the state in the hands of 
some professional caste of 
revolutionaries - they boast 
that they are set apart from 
the class, "we are Mariists, 
scientific socialists (WP)" - is 
the key to the socialist 
transition. Mari himself Is 
ruthless In his criticism of 
such leaders and their elitism; 
"la every revolatioe there 
letnsde, at th* side of Its true 
agents, man of a different 
stamp—.mare bewlnrs who, by 
dlat of ropoetlBg year after 
year tbe same sat of 
stereotyped declamatloaa 

agalast the government of th* 
day, have sneaked Into 
reputations of revolutionists of 
th* first water—they hamper 
tbe real action of th* working 
claaa, esactly ns men of that 
aort have hampered th* full 
develop meat of every prevtoes 
revolution. They are an 
unavoidable evil—" 

For Mari, It Is the defining 
feature of the bourgeois state 
that It presents Itself as an 
authority staoding over society. 
He writes: 

"Only the proletartans—were 
the men to break the 
Instrument of class rule - the 
state, the centralised and 
organised governmental power 
usurpinq to be the master 
instead of the servant of 
society." 

It Is the Commune Itself which 
so far from being the form of 
a workers' state as a form of 
authority over Itself, actually 
"breaks the modern state 
power". The unity of society Is 
to, 

•become a reality by the 
destruction of that state power 
which claimed to be the 
embodiment of that unity 
Independent of, and superior 
to, the nstlon itself..." 

As Engels wrote in 1875, "th* 
Commune was no longer a 
state la th* proper sense of 
the word", (Lenin added in 
'State and Revolution' that 
this was th* "moat 
theoretically Important 

statement Engels makes"). 
There Is no 'gap' or 
'transitional period' between 
the overthrow of the bourgeois 
state and its replacement by 
the political power of the 




worker* through which emancipatory aspirations of tha 

advocates of an Interim producer*, of the working 

'dlctatorthlp of the party 1 can clan." 

creep. The Leninist* and the On the contrary, the Commune 

Troukylte* on the other hand represented, 

have made the Bolshevik party "• revolution against the state 

dictatorship that emerged from Itself, this supernaturallst 

the circumstances of the civil abortion of society, a 

war in Runts In 1121 the reeumptloa by the people for 

inspiration of a concept of a the People of Its owe social 

'transition period' behind Ufa." 

which all questions of the It Is specifically not. he wares, 
immediate Institution of *a revolution to transfer It 
workers' power and democracy from one fraction of the rating 
can be shunted for the classes to the other, bet a 
duration. For them, the re volution to break down this 
historical circumstances of horrid machinery of clan 
that dlctatorthlp becomes a domination Itself.* 
new political principle. In 

place of the democracy of the Bet whet are Workers Power 
Commune you have the sad other Trotskylta/Ualaet 
authority of the party: in groups proposing, if eot Juat 
place of Hari, you have Lenin this transfer of power to a 
and Trotsky; in place of the new ruling claaa, the 
worker, you have the political dictatorship of a profeuional 
commissar. On the contrary, revolutionary caste - the new 
the proceu of proletarian clan priesthood of the "scientific 
ooatrol was envisaged by Mari socialists" - which inevitably, 
la 1871 to begin with the ai the history of Bolshevism in 
procen of Insurrection Itself, Its bureaucratic phase 
with the eleetiao of the demonstrates - resolves Itself 
Central Committee of the Into a state standing "over* 
people's militia. «*• proletariat? As Man 

himself wrote la relation to 
The 'workers' state ai Uw reactionary aftermath of 
proposed by Workers Power the Freech revolution: 
however, la eipllcity a replica "Every minor solitary Internet 
of the bourgeois state, or in engendered by the relations of 
their own words, "an authority aoclel group* was separated 
over the proletariat", from society Itself, flsed and 
Coaversiy, Man's own ■— Independent of « and 
description of the Commune is opposed to It la the form of 
this: the state latarest, administered 

"the reabsorption of the state by state priests with esactly 
power by society as Its own determined hierarchical 

living forces instead of as fuectfcMs." 
forces controlling and subduing An elegant and devastating 
it, by the popular masses description of tha monolithic 
themselves, forming their owa and authoritarian Bolshevik 
foroe Instead of the organised party and state bureaucracy, 
force of their suppression " •• It had developed by the 

"State power" Mari asserts, time of Lenin's death and so 
"Is the creation of the middle admired by 'Marxlst-Leninlsts' 
class, a means to crush the todayl 
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It le to be hoped that 
everyone who has followed the 
argument so far (sad possibly 
la earlier editions of BA) will 
no loeger bo willing to swallow 
the fiction that the principles, 
politics nod programmes of 
Trotafcylte organisations such 
as Workers Power are Marxist. 
They are not. Red Action 
believes that Workers Power 
are not unique, but typical of 
the Troukylte left, and that Is 
why their attaok on IA Is 
significant. Since the roots of 
lu arguments are so shallow 
and so easily demolished by an 
analysis that is truly based on 
Mari's own position, how is It 
possible for Workers Power and 
other Troukylte/Lenlnlst groups 
to commit such an outrageous 
catalogue of misrepresentation 
and distortion? Where does the 
tradition of the party 
dictatorship and Its distortion 
of the history and principles of 
the Paris Commune stem from? 
In this case, the answer is. In 
a word: Trouky. But a 
distinction has to be made 
even here between Trotsky, 
the revolutionary fighter of 
1805, and Trouky the 
Commissar of 1921. 


Writing In 1805, Trouky is 
concerned to apply the 
principles and lessons of the 



Commune to the revolutionary 
situation In Russia: 

■The abolition of the standing 
army and the police, 

arming of the people, 


dispersion of the bureaucracy, 

the establishment of the 

principle of election of all 
functionaries—Uese are the 

measaraa which from the 

example of the Comm see, It Is 
ae c aa s ary to carry through at 
the very begiaeiag." 

Under these conditions Trotsky 
says. "popular 

representatlon...can be nothing 
other than a democratic form 
of the rule of workers' 
democracy." 

On one particular, he Is very 
Insistent, 

•The dictatorship of the 

proletariat In no way signifies 
the dictatorship of the 

revolutionary organisation over 
the proletariat, but a 

dictatorship through the 
proletariat. And this was best 
shown by the Paris Commune." 
At thU stage then, it Is 
apparent that Trouky 
forcefully repudiates the very 
formula promoted by Workers 
Power and other elements of 

the Troukylte/Lenlnlst 

vanguardl 

He contrasU the experience of 
the Viennese revolution of 
1948, which, 

"was dominated by the 
studenU...The proletariat 

followed the students-This 
was a classically clear form of 
a benevolent revolutionary 
dictatorship ovwr tha 
proletariat." (Trouky '* 

emphasis) 

By 1871 Trouky observes, this 
had changed: 

"In the Paris Commune, 
everything was based on tha 

political ladapandaaca or tha 
workers. The Central 
Committee of the National 
Ouard warned the proletarian 
•electorate of the Commune not 
to forget that only those 
people who were elected from 
the midst of tha worker* 
themselves would serve them 
well". 

The lesson from the Commune 
U still vital for Trouky In 
190S. The SovleU of Workers' 
Deputies, 


the "are not previously prepared 
the consplritorial organisations, 


which have seised power ever 

the proletarian mass In a time 
of unrest. No, these are organs 
which are planned creations of 
that mass~.which have been 
elected by the masses who are 
responsible to the masses [and 
are] unconditionally democratic 
Institutions—" (Trotsky's 

emphasis) 

"Unconditionally democratic" - 
this Is entirely In the spirit of 
Mari. Unfortunately for 
Workers Power, Trouky 
emphasises the centrality of 
tha distinction between the 
authority of the elected organs 
of the workers themselves, and 
the authority of "consplritorial 
organisations which have seised 
power* ever the proletariat. 
While Workers Power argue 
enthusiastically for the latter, 
Trouky In 1905, unequivocally 
ttl 


Even in 1917, TroUky Is still 
eulogising the Commune as 
"the greatest event In the 
history of the proletarian 
struggle." The pre-revolution 
Lenin writes in the tame year, 
against the revisionist Kauuky 
that, 

"the transition from capitalism 
to socialUm Is Impossible 
without a certain reversion to 
primitive democracy—All 

officials without exception, 
elected and subject to recall 
at aay time... those self-evident 
democractic measures, -serve 
as a bridge leading from 
capitalism to socialism." 
(Lenla's emphasis) 

He explicitly denies, as did 
Mari before him, that the 
elective principle Is capable of 
suspension In favour of a self- 
selected revolutionary 

priesthood: 


"The way out of 

parllamentarlanism Is not, of 
course, the abolition of 

representative Institutions and 
the elective principle, but the 
conversion of the 

representative Institutions from 
'talking shops' Into working 
bodies." 

Lenin Is at this time fully 
aware of the gulf between the 
putchlst tactics of Blanqui, and 
the workers' democracy 
advocated so forcefully by 

Mari: 

"to become a power the class 
conscious workers must win 
the majority to their side...We 
are not Blanqulsu, we do not 
stand for the seliure of power 
by a minority." 

He consequently emphasises 
not the suspension or 
abridgement of democracy, but 
Its extension: 

"To develop democracy to the 
utmost to find forms for this 
development, to test them by 
practice - all this Is the task 
of the struggle for the social 
revolution." 

There is no hint here of any 
revision of Marx in the 
direction of substituting the 
party for the class snd 
principles of self-selection for 
those of election. Lenin 
thoroughly understood what 
Mari had said, and spells It 
out. The great revision was 
only to begin with the actual 
period of the dictatorship of 
the Bolshevik party. Lenin does 
comment, along with Mari and 
Engels (and Workers Power) 
that the Commune failed to 
crush lu enemies with 
sufficient determination: but 
Immediately adds: 

"The organ of suppression 
however, Is here a majority of 
the population, not a minority 
as was the case, under slavery, 
serfdom and wage slavery. And 
since the majority of the 
people Itself suppresses Its 
oppressors, a 'special force' 
for supresslon Is no longer 
necessary." 

The later history of the Cheka 
Is a sad commentary on this 
declaration. 

Workers Power and the whole 
Trotskylte/Leniniat crew will 
want to forget these 'lapses' 
on the part of their heroes. 
They will want to concentrate 
on Trouky's later writings 
when a leading functionary In 
the ^Ishevlk party 


dictatorship. For by 
Trouky's emphasis Is 
different. He notes 
"rormal democracy" 
"Inter-class democracy" 
which he means the extension 
of democracy to bourgeois or 
anti-working class elemenu 
Is dUtlnct from the democratic 
basis of the Commune, which 
Is founded upon the majority 
will of the working class and 
lu Immediate allies. This of 
course, Is also true for Mart. 
But then Trouky speaks of the 
"lack of experience of the 
Commune" Itself, and thel 
"Immaturity of lu 

participants", their "lack of 
unity" and "Indecision", etc. 
Trouky complains that: 

■The representatives of the 
National Guard were In most 
cases men with a very modest 
revolutionary past. 'Not one 
well known name', writes (the 
historian] Llssagaray." 

Mari bad already drafted an 
appropriate reply: 

■To the objections of outsiders 
that they [the elected leaders] 
were unknown • In point of 
fact that they were known 
only to the working classes... 
they proudly answered, 'So 



THIS DELIBERATE 
ILLUSTRATION OF LENIN 
|1S HOW THE BRITISH 
EFT. STILL DEFINE THE 
h»OP« RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THE REVOLU 
NONARY LEADERSHIP 
SND THE MASSES' AND 
|OF COURSE BETWEEN 
THE CONTEMPORARY 
|WORKING CLASS AND 
THEMSELVES. 

A PROTECTIVE BUT 
IRESOLUTE FIGURE HAND- 
NG DOWN COMMAND¬ 
MENTS TO A SUITABLY 
>11 ANT BUT GRATEFUL 
HOLETARIAT. 


were the twelve apostles', and 
they answered by their deeds." 

But unhappily, the slopplness 
of the Workers Power analysis 
falls to notice that Trouky Is 
also criticising the Central 
Committee for 1U 

"irresponsibility", "pathetic 
attitudes", lu "feeble and 
formalist dictatorship” and 
"political timorousness", l.e. 
the very body that Workers 
Power had praised to the skies 
for Its "decisive and resolute 
elemenu"! We will not 
embarrass them further by 
asking who is correct on this 
question. Workers Power or 
TroUky. Nor Is It necessary to 
underline the fact that 
whereas for Workers Power the 
Central Committee was 
"unelected" and "self- 
selected", Trouky 

acknowledges that, 

"The Central Committee of the 
National Cuard drew IU 
authority from democratic 
electlbillty", 

being "elected directly by the 


It Is in 1921, however, that 
Trotsky develops the analysis 
which to all appearances 
Workers Power have attempted 
to tall, albeit with an 
Ineptitude which does Trouky 
himself no favours. Here for 
the first time, Trouky directly 
attacks the class itself, not 
Just Its representatives, for 
revolutionary Incompetence. 
"The Commune shows us the 
heroism of the working 
masses—but at the same time 
it shows us the incapacity of 
the masses to choose their 
path, their indecision in the 
leadership of the movements." 
This Is because, 

"It Is only with the aid of the 
party, which rests upon the 
whole history of lu past, 
which foresees theoretically 
the path of 

development...whtch extracts 
from it the necessary formula 
of action, that the proletariat 
frees iUelf from...lts lack of 
decision, IU mistakes." 

From this, It Is but a step to 
the conclusion that; 

"There was no organisation of 
a centralised party—with 
special organs for realising tu 
decisions." 

In a word, 

■The Central Committee of the 
National Guard needed to be 
led." 

So what for Mari was the 
highest and final term of 
praise for the Central 
Committee as a revolutionary 
body !.e. Its expansion In 
practice of the concept of the 
democratic representation of 
class intsresu, has become for 
Trotsky In 1921, a limitation 
and a reproach! Readers of 
previous RA articles In editions 
60 and 61 will not be surprised 
to trace the connection 
between Trouky '* changing 
theoretical position and his 
actual position as the military 
head of a regime fast 
becoming an authoritarian 
dictatorship. 

We are now onto the relatively 
familiar ground of who and 


what It is that has the task of 
'leading'. 

"The entire working class—can 
act methodically and 
firmly—on the condition that 
at IU bead...there is an 
apparatus which is centralised 
and bound together by an Iron 
discipline." 

Marx of course, does not have 
any objection to 

"centralisation" In Itself. The 
political scheme that Mari 
sketches above In relation to 
the communal government of 
France Is directed towards 
providing the most democractic 
possible form of majority rule 
consistent with the political 
dictatorship of the 

proletariat. 

"The unity of the nation was 
not to be broken, but, on the 
contrary, to be organised by 
the communal constltutlon...ln 
reality the Communal 
constitution brought the rural 
producers under the 

Intellectual lead of the central 
towns of their dlstricu, and 
these secured to them, in the 
working men, the natural 
trustees of their Interests." 
(Marx) 

This Is a vital part of the 
meaning of the dictatorship of 
the proletartaL As Lenin 
summarised Mari's position In 
his 1917 analysis in 'State and 
Revolution', 

"If the proletariat and the 
poor peasants take state power 
into their own hands, organise 
themselves quite freely in 
communes and unite the 
actions of all the communes In 
striking at capital...won't that 
be centralism?" 

Trotsky has added an entirely 
new qualification: that organs 
elected by the working class 
are Incapablo of leadership; 
that a self-selected group 
must rule in their place; that 
this group rules 'In the 
Interests' of the working class 
(as that group understands 
them). How Is this last step 
accomplished? How Is the 
authority of the ruling group 
enforced If not through the 
consent of the ruled, i.e. 
through election? There Is, to 
the eye of common sense, only 
one way - through the use of 
force, a police apparatus. Yet 
this form of 'authority' 
excludes no-one. Bandits, war 
lords, feudal lords or slave¬ 
owners have ■ title equal to 
that of any self-selected 
'revolutionary committee' to 
authority of this kind. 

Trotsky must therefore provide 
st least the appearance of 
some kind of third relation 
between the ruler and the 
ruled - a non-accountable 
authority that doesn't rely on 
brute force: 

"The revolution must create an 
organ composed of 

experienced, reliable 

organisers...givlng It full 
powers to choose, designate, 
and educate the command." 

The "command", as for 
example the Central 
Committee of the Commune, 
may itself be elected, hut 
must, Trotsky says, submit to 
the "full powers" of an organ 
created by "selection from 
above". Reversing Mari's 
position, Trotsky asserts that: 
"Electlbillty, the democratic 
method. Is but ooe of the 
Instruments In the bands of 
the proletariat and lu party. 
KlectibUity can la no ntsa be 
a fetish—The methods of 
eloctibiUty mast be combined 
■ p those of appointments." 


Obviously, if you have 
elections to a certain body, 
which are then totally and 
unaccountably subject to 

revision by a body that 
appoints itself - then you 

haven't got a 'mixed' system 
of election and appointment: 
you have a system of self 
perpetuating authoritarian 
dictatorship pure and simple. 
This in fact Is how the 

Bolshevik party functioned 
after 1921. 

Trotsky then, clearly faces a 
problem In making his 

conception of a species of 
non-elected, non-totalitarian 
authority 'sexy'. These are 
some of the ways he attempts 
to present this third relation: 
"the party [should be) in 
continual contact with the 
masses [and] through the 

party's militants, would have 
penetrated Into tho masses, 
uniting their thought and their 
will. The party does not create 
the revolution at will—but it 
penetrates at every moment 
the state of mind of the 
revolutionary massns...Needed 
are a correct theory, an 
Intimate contact with the 
masses...a party (that] 
penetrates Into all the domains 
of the proletarian struggle 
[and Is] linked intimately with 
the movement of the masses, 
with IU ebbs and flows." 

This is the Mills and Boon 
theory of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. With his 
uncompromising and hardly 
accidental stress on the 
concept of 'penetration' 
Trotsky reveals how the party 
Is conceived as an Insulated 
and compact social group, 
mastering and Inseminating the 
passive political body of the 
masses. As I am told happens 
in all Mills and Boon epics, 
the object of the party's 
attentions, the proletariat, 
eventually learns to love Its 
master and even the feeling of 
bolng dominated. So at least, 
the theory goes. Of course, 
language like this Is ultimately 
meaningless and at best 
represents a sort of soft-focus 
'enhancement* of an otherwise 
disagreeable reality. By 1919, 
In fact, only U\ of Bolshevik 
party members were workers. 
The reality can only be that 
the "self-selected" party 
enforces its authority over the 
class by armed force 
Imprisonment and shootings. 

In Trotsky, this It a prelude to 
his Introduction of the main 
theme of hU revision or Marx. 
Marx, as has been abundantly 
demonstrated, insists first and 
last upon the principle of 
election within the political 
form of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. This Is not the 
urn* as "formal" or "Inter- 
class" democracy, but it It 
never abrogated or diminished 
as the formative principle of 
the executive bodies of the 
working clan Itself. For 
Trotsky, on the contrary, 
"simple elections" cannot 
resolve the challenges facing 
the class during the revolution. 
"The methods of shapeless 
democracy (simple electlbillty) 
mutt be supplemented and to a 
certain extent replaced by 
measures of selection from 


This la the exact point at 
which Trouky deparU from 
Marxism - and from the pre¬ 
revolutionary views of both 
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aad under prases ra from the 
da facta powers of U* Spanish 
State, failed to how m Its 


11 with member* of the P«rty will • 
Ba*que Liberation Movement, UbaraUam, which 
Herrl Batasuna. maaaa ooly oppres 

the Bas que pat 

During their stay a number of *** 

meeting* were held with Xabl ( 
and Bego who come from the ooaatltatloaal part 
town of Elbar and are Involved rt*>t-w tag, f * 
In the organitation of Basque farmer Frascotst al 
militant youth. Thalr collective EC* ocw the Spi 
also produce* the oommewtata, • 

political/cultural Ba»qua orgaaleattoa. 

famine, 'Forrot'. 


kavlag approalaataly three the pevaramaat 


rapidly aad tUTIK alao have a 
trade aaloa movemeat, 
SKCUIS. The middle elaaaaa at 
tkla preaaat time, or at least 
element*. are pUyiag a 
procreative role in the 


told tkat aU seek coaa tr actlea 
wort would bo mat by armed 
action. 

Iparratarrak-IK, la tba armed 
orgaalaatloa of Nortbara 
Buskadl aad operates la tba 
Preach state. It's ecttoaa are 
aimed at eoaaomlc Interests. 


kavaa, aad CAL'a forced to accept ETA •• 

H ware aimed at a roprsaoatatlve polltleal 
the Preach coveramaot force. It la Important to make 


The following la an Interview 
they gave for Bed Action, 
outlining the historical contort 
of their struggle and thalr own 
personal analysis of recant 
developments. 

RA: What are the historical 
roots of the Basque struggle? 

XBB: Tba roots of tba straggle 
originate from the conquering 
of tba Baaqae land, then called 
■alao da Navarra, la 1113 by 
tba Castilla crewa for Spain. 
Although conquered, the 


hevtag to seed people lata 
army, paying taioe etc; a k 
of Its own 'sovereign 
During the ltth cnatnry tl 
were three wars 
Independence whioh the Bel 
people tout, and with It U 
'privilege*' they bad previe 


With the arrival of 


tba 1130*, tba Wtnattoe 


res abort Uvod as 


portion, tba PNV which Is tbs 
party of 'traditional' Baagao 
aattoealism, a pro-capitalist. 
Christina Democrat party. Tbaa 
yon have BA, 'Booqao 
solidarity', who split from tba 
PUT la IBM, bat daaplte Ha 
radical rhetoric, the two ere 
almost indistinguishable. BB la 
the Baaqae loft, a nodal 
democratic party who are 
Champions of 'reform 1 la 


RA: What art tha main forces 
Involved In the movement for 
llboratlonT 

X8B: Wall those organisations 
aad individuals involved la tba 
struggle for Libera boa aad 
Socialism ooantltnta tha NLNV, 
tba Baaqae Natioaai Liberation 
Movemeat. Tba Uboraboo 
Movemeat la made ap of maay 
elements. BAS. la tba Patriotic 
Socialist Co-ordtaator aad Is 
made up oI. HASI (political 
party). LAB (patriotic trad* 
aaloa). ABB (orgaalaatloa for 


RA: Would you describe HR as 
a pradomlnaatly Nationalist 
movamant, or Socialist, or 
Marxist? 

X8B: Wan. with HB net being 
a 'party', tbaa there la no 
definitive 'party-Mao'. HB 


elements of Marsism contained 
within Its constitution, bet the 
beet way to aammariao It la 
qeita simply as aa ambrolla 


Uboraboo of laekedi aad la 
tba Lauretta of tba Baeqae 


IA: What art tba armed 
struifla organisations, tha 
level of thalr activities, aad 
thalr affectlvaaoasT 

XBB: Tba mala armed atragsta 
orgaaisatioo la BTA-Baskadl Ta 
Aakatasaaa (Basque Homolaad 
B Proadom) who have bean 
active la tba Spanish sUU 
now for over thirty years, aad 
have thalr bagUaiags la tha 
daya of tha Franco regime, 
nay eany ant • high level of 
eebriboe, bat of ooaraa. aawa 



BA: What Is tha ralatloa 
between HB sod ETAT 

XBB: Basically tha rotation la 
tba same as that of fine Feta 
aad tba IBA ta Ireland. Herb 
Betasuea supports the action* 
of ETA. aad BTA supports tba 
electoral platform of HB. 

IA: What Is tha leva! of 
repression In EuskadIT 

XBB: Tba level of rep r essi o n to 
aatramaiy high, for taataooo, 
la tba village where wa Uve, 
there ta a policeman for ovary 


ta state ta righting It clear ta BA readers though, 

atom'. To tkla and, they that wa waat peace, not war. 

aatically carried oat a 

of genocide against RA: Do you believe a 

- negotiated freedom to ba your 

ob)uctivu, or that It la posatble 
to be taken by ravolution T 

X8B: At the moment social 
revoteboa ta not really on the 

political agenda la Einkadl. 
We know we won't get 
all we want by negotiation, 
but for them to alt down 
with us, will give us a 

formal recognition as a 
nation. 

RA: You hava both been to 
Belfast, what similarities hava 
you seen between tha struggle 
of the Irish and the Basque 
peoples? 

Xf B: Than «e vary largo 
aa act!bets aad thalr daiurlbae between oar awa 
Has ta tha Freach state, (treggta. aad that of tba Irtah 
may ways It meat ba said p^p*. | think Herb Batasaaa 
GAL have boon saooowfal. pets far more emphasis aa 
that the French state salting tha saboaal aad Social 
extradited Basques quaaboaa. tbaa any. Btaa fata, 
the Spanish state, and who seam concerned pbmarily 
oe ta no longer a 'safe with Nationalism. This said, 
o', as there Is now the relationship between oer 
collusion. organisations are extremely 

i GAL eeded lalM7 there gaod is wa in butt suffering 


aa that have suggested what oaga«od ta armed straggle; aad 
i Baaqae peoples have knows are both fighting for National 
along to ba feet, that OAL liberation, 
i lat-ao aad ooeratsd. with 

i total backing of the RA: Finally do you hava any 
wta state, at ovary tavaL message for Rad Action 



ta tha bard-foeght Civil War. IOIXAN (womaaa ltaarattaa 
aad tba severe repression organisation). JAIRAI (yooth 
h—,*. organisation). Herb Batasuna- 

go you can son, from tba Popetar Unity, ta the mans 
aufrirtcti past, to tha preaaat electoral platform, aad 
das tha storv of tba Baaqae eipreaatoa of aU tbeee 
peta ls oe. of streg^A atamaata that oeaabtata tba 
•traggla to gala oar NLNV. Thera ta atao a party, 
ladapaadaat homeland, oar IUT1S. who though vary smalt 
economic and social freedom, are still Important to men boa. 
oar i—— — aad celtare; aU They ware (armed a faw years 
of which have bone s ep preeee d back from Trotsky lata. Naoista. 
or eroded. bit by MU by force ate. aad are WtrwmMy 
of arms, for caatabaa._i^pnrbva af ear tctlvlttaa. 


RA: What of recent peoples; 

negotiations between BTA and year s 
representatives of the Spanish readers 
State, in Algerle? support. 


BIB: Under a negotiated 

trace, rapraaaatativaa of BTA We would Ilka to thank Xabl 
aad tba rxliag F80B party, oat and Bago for giving their time 
down la Algaba to discuan a to ba Intarviawed, and hope 
poaolbls aad to tba preaaat they enjoyed their stay In 
hoetlttttaa, and a move towards London. Later la the year, Red 
solf-determtaatioa for tba Action members will ba taking 
Baaqaa peoples. Aa agreement up an invitation to travel to 
wau reached that weald allow Buskadl, and hope this will 
both parties to move lata a help to Incraase our 
aaw phase of negotiations understanding of tha struggle 
a!mod at a lasting aotaUoa. of tha Basque peoples and 
However, whoa news of thta strengthen the links made 
broke the Spanish government between members of our 
beuet by tataraal cowtrsdicttoas organisations. 


tba political orgaalaatloa of 


RA: The Issue of 'pollcloi' 
entl•social crime by the IRA 
In Ireland. is a subject that 
often brings rise to 
controversy. Do ETA carry out 
similar actions? 


E-T-A INTERVIEW 


IA: How Is Hurrt Batasuna 
organised as a party? 


RA: What are the territories 
that make up '.he Basque 
country? 


uimmsrued in ihe 150 yean of sup¬ 
pression of ihr Basque People «libeny 
sad collective tdenuiy The msjoruy of 
pubic opauan mi Europe aad tat world 


traffickers 

sometimes RA: What uffeet has tha 

so. activities of GAL had on tha 

Basque struggle and what have 

wo to tba the political consequences of 
rtabes, ta: thalr actions boea? 


RA: What are the political 
partita that oporata In 
Euskadi? 


RA: Is Horrl Batasuna a 
working class orgaalaatloa? 







Dispatches, 

fnom a voanzone 

REPRISALS! Is 




"Beery tin* there Is m (IIA) stuck Is osr irss they (Us 
■UC] srs going to arrest oer soea as pnelshmeot." 


On the 22nd May 1991 the 
British government gave the go 
ahead to the RUC to 
Implement Iti latent draconian 
type 'law' designed to keep 
the Natlonslint people of West 
Belfast firmly under Its 
Jackboot heel. On that day the 
RUC arrested two 19 year old 
youths In what was to be the 
first of many arrests In a 
brutal campaign of Intimidation 
and crimlnallsatlon of Innocent 
youths from West Belfast. 
Esactly a year later 12 youths 
aged 17-21 years, have been 
arrested and remanded In 
Crumlln Road Jail. One youth 
who was arrested this month 

had his 17th birthday the day 
before his arrest. 

To combat this youth 
Internment policy relatives and 
friends of ths Interned youths 
formed a committee In August 
1991. VOICE OF THE 

INNOCENT. a non-polltlc«l 
group, has appealed to 

community, human rights and 
political groups In Ireland. 
Britain and In N. America to 
provide their support and 

solidarity to put a stop to the 
arrest, brutalisation and 
torture of the Innocent youth 
of West Belfast by British 
crown forces and the RUC now 
before other communities In 
the Sis Counties are targeted. 

Four of the youths charged are 
from Ballymurphy and St 

James areas of West Belfast. 
Three of them, Anthony 
Garland, Michael Beck and 
Hugh McLaughlin were charged 
with Involvement In an 

Incident which took place on 

August 2nd 1991 on the 

Whlterock Road In Ballymurphy 
In which a coffee Jar 
Incendiary device was thrown 
at security forces patrolling 
the area. No physical Injury or 
damage was sustained In the 
attack. 

Anthony Garland (17) Is one of 
three children, the only 
employed member of a single 
parent family. On August 2nd 
1991 at approiimately 12.30pm 
Tony was asleep In his home 
when a coffae Jar attack on 

security forces took place on 

the Whlterock road close to 

his Ballymurphy home. Previous 
to this incident security forces 
had visited the Garland home 
harassing both Tony's mother 
and other members of his 
family, at 2.30pm, two hours 
after the attack took place. 
Tony was taken from his home 
and arrested by uniformed RUC 
officers. He was arrested and 
charged with the coffee Jar 
attack. Despite his protests to 
be taken to Hydebank Young 
Offenders Centre he was taken 
instead to Castleraagh 
Detention Centre. 

The arresting RUC officers 
allege that Tony permitted 
those who carried out the 
attack to escape by allowing 
them to run through the 
Garland home. It was further 
alleged by the RUC that Tony 
was a member of the 


'Republican Youth" and for 
that reason had motive to 
assist In the coffee Jar attack 
by leaving the door to his 
home open thereby aiding the 
escape of the perpetrators. 

Subsequent to his arrest Tony 
was subjected to sli days of 
Interrogation by RUC officers 
in Castlereagh. His 

interrogation included sli 
sessions per day of mental and 
physical abuse. Tony suffers 
from asthma and he, along 
with the other youths, was not 
examined by a doctor before 
being Interrogated. During 
Interrogation Tony was 
savagely slapped on the back 
of the head and on his throat. 
This resulted In severe 
headaches. noae-blaeds and 
swollen throat glands. Tony did 
not see a doctor until his sixth 
and final day of his 
Interrogation. On the fifth day 
of his Interrogation Tony 
succumbed to pressure from 
RUC officers and signed a 
forced written confession 
Implicating him In the coffee 
Jar attack. Ha was 
subsequently charged with 
attempted murder. After nine 
months on remand Tony still 
suffers from severe headaches, 
nose-bleeds and depression. 
Tony's asthma symptoms 
worsened during the 
Interrogation and although 
denied access to a doctor he 
was supplied with two Inhalers 
a day. Since his Incarceration 
In Crumlln Road prison his 
asthma has dramatically 
worsened. Tony Garland has 
not been and Is not a 
member of any paramilitary 
organisation and Is innocent 
of all charges against him. 

Michael Beck (II) and Hugh 
McLaughlin (19) were arrested 
by the RUC on August 6th, 
four days after the 
Ballymurphy coffee Jar attack. 
Immediately following the 
coffee Jar attack, both Michael 
and Hugh were sitting on a 
fence in Ballymurphy watching 
the RUC arrest their friend 
Tony Garland from his home. 
Both were approached by RUC 
officers who asked for their 
names and addresses. They 
were told to go home by the 
detectives. Four days later 
they were both arrested 
at their homes by uniformed 
RUC officers for their 
alleged involvement In the 
attack. Both were taken 
to Castlereagh Detention 
Centre. 

Michael Beck la the second 
eldest of six children and was 
the only employed person in 
his household. Hugh 

McLaughlin, also one of all 
children was the only employed 
person In his family and 
contributed his earnings to the 
running of the household. 
Following his arrest Michael 
Beck was Interrogated for four 
days during which he suffered 
"karate chop" slaps to the 
back of his head. This resulted 
in severe headaches. He was 


told he could "say goodbye to 
the next fifteen years of bis 
Ufa," by RUC detectives. He 
was accused of membership of 
Republican Youth and If he 
didn't confess to the charges 
against him that his "Ma and 
Granny would be done as 
well." During the 

Interrogations Michael was 
repeatedly grabbed by the 
testicles and accused of 
allowing his home to be used 
as a Republican "safe house." 
He was also threatened with 
electrocution. RUC detectives 
threatened to place his feet In 
a basin of water and then put 
In live electric wires. He was 
told by the detectives that If 
he "squealed" on his mates he 
would recleve a lighter 
sentence. Michael was charged 
with attempted murder. He Is 
not and never has been a 
member of any paramilitary 

organisation and is Innocent of 
all charges against him. 

Hugh McUughlln, who was with 
Michael Beck at the time .of 

the August 2nd attack was 

arrested the same day. Despite 

his protests to see a solicitor, 
he did not obtain legal counsel 
until 48 hours after his arrest. 


During his Interrogation Hugh 
received various blows to his 
head, armpits and knees. He 
was grabbed by the testicles 
and forced to stand for long 
periods. In one Instance Hugh 
was grabbed from behind by a 
detective who placed his hands 
over Hugh's mouth and nose 
and threatened to smother 
him. He was told by detectives 
that his father would be "set 
up" as they would "plant some 
stuff in his house." He was 
told by a "top cop" that If he 
became an Informer he would 
be paid sums of money (CS.000 
to CIO,000). He was shown a 
wallet, told that it contained 
C200, and told If he agreed to 
become an Informer he "would 
be given a new life abroad." 
After three days of 
Interrogation a vague written 
confesalon was prepared by the 
RUC and under extreme duress 
Hugh was forced to sign It. 
Hugh, despite his young age, 
refused all offers of a "deal" 
from the RUC. He was charged 
on four counts including IRA 
membership and attempted 
murder. (The original four 
charges have since Increased 
to forty, for which there 
exists absolutely no supporting 
evidence.) After nine months 
on remand in Crumlln Road Jail 
Hugh suffers from extreme 
depression and nerves, lie has 
lost weight and has constant 
pain In his arms. Hugh 


McLaughlin has never been 
Involved In any Republican 
activities and Is Innocent of 
all charges against him. 

James Morgan (19) Is one of 
six children and like the other 
three youths was employed In 
a government sponsored Youth 
Training Programme (YTP). 
James was charged with IRA 
membership, possession and 
attempted murder regarding an 
IRA coffee Jar attack on 
Queen Street Barracks, Belfast 
which took place on June 2Sth 
1991. He was charged with 
being a "lookout" during the 
attack. He was arrested by 
detectives from his St James 
home on June 27th. The two 
persons Involved in the attack 
were arrested at the scene. 
James had never been arrested 
before and was driven through 
the "village", a strictly 
protestant area of Belfast to 
Castlereagh Detention Centre. 
These events Intimidated James 
who feared for his life. He 
was interrogated by detectives 
for four days during which he 
suffered brutal slaps to the 
head. He was told that his 
mother had suffered a heart 
attack after his arrest and had 
died. He was told someone had 
informed on him and they had 
all the evidence they needed 
to put him away. He was told 
that If he signed a prepared 
statement he would get a 
lighter sentence. He was asked 
to inform on arms dumps and 
local people. He eventually 
succumbed to RUC pressure 
and signed a written 
statement. Before his arrest 
James was fine and did not 
suffer from any physical 
aliments. During his eleven 
months in custody he has been 
hospitalised twice. In one 
Instance he was left locked in 
his cell in his own excrement 
and urine while he was III. He 
was taken to hospital suffering 
from hallucinations and high 
fever. James has been 
diagnosed as having a possible 
pancreas disorder believed to 
have been brought on by the 
severe beatings received from 
detectives at Castlereagh. 
James Morgan was charged 
with IRA membership and 
attempted murder. James has 
never been Involved with the 
Republican movement and Is 
Innocent of the charges against 
him. 



Damien Auatla aged 17 from 
Beechmoeat, was oae of the 
first of the youths arrested 
aad tortured under the RUC's 
latest campaign. Since then, 
Damian has beoome the 
subject of the first Urgent 
Action Order to be tseeed by 
Amnesty International la 
aorthern Ireland, which 
indicates that they believe 
that death threats mada 
against Damiea by the RUC 
might be carried out. 



The cases against the other 
eight youths Is much the same. 
Many more West Belfast 
youths have been arrested and 
taken to Castlereagh but have 
managed to endure the 
brutality and prossure from the 
RUC. The RUC and British 
Army foot patrols In West 
Belfast are gloating over the 
interned youth and are 
bragging that there will be 
more arrests. As one person I 
was talking to put it "Every 
time there Is an attack In our 
areas they are going to arrest 
our sons as punishment." This 
cannot be allowed to happen 
but while so-called Nationalist 
newspapers like the Irish News 
toe the British line on 
censorship and refuse to print 
any articles or letters sent by 
VOICE OF THE INNOCENT (a 
community group not a 
political one) then the Brits 
and RUC will continue this 
oppressive attack on our youth. 


All right thinking people 
everywhere must ensure that 
the Internment of our young 
people on trumped up chatgei 
and forced confessions Is not 
swept under the carpet. We 
must all back the demands of 
VOICE OF THE INNOCENT. 
We must all ensure an end to 
false arrest, brutality and 
torture of our youth. "Our 
young people should not have 
to live In fear of assault, 
arbitrary arrest, detention, 
torture and Imprisonment," 
(Kevin Nolan VOICE OF THE 
INNOCENT Aug 1991.) 


Anyone looking for further 
Information on VOICE OF THE 
INNOCENT or on the Interned 
youth should phone BELFAST 
•232 232234. 

M.COLLINS. HH.FAST. 


Havlag kapt their baada down during the controversy over that 
child rape victim, the church has bow goee on the offensive ] 



The latest political hot potato 

to fall Into the Irish correspondingly the campaign 
government^ lap Is the ba s lacked fire. The degree of 
Abortlon/RIght to choose conservatism of these feminists 
fiasco. At a time when the »»» demonstrated when they 
Flanna Fall government, most tr,#d 10 dr °P ,hB dB,nand lot 
of the opposition and the usual rB P Bal °l th ® eighth 
big businoss/blg farming amendment because it was loo 
Interests are threatening, lying, rad,cal111 ThB * aro «°‘ n « do »" 
bribing people Into voting yes ,he ,amo foad lhat ,Bd t0 

to Maastricht this Issue keeps dB,Bat ,n 1983 b Y h,din « thB,r 

rebounding in .he government- pr °- ch °‘ CB *'"*«• Th *» do "' t 
f ur( . seem to realise that the 

The case of the fourteen year ,I,a > orU > f of ordlnaf1 ' P e °P ,B 
old rape victim being served don't see abortion as a cut 

with an Injunction preventing and dry issue of murder. A 
her from travelling to England recent opinion poll in the Irish 
to have an abortion really Times claimed 80\ of people 

brought home to people the asked supported abortion In 

anti-woman nature of the 1983 restricted circumstances and 
eighth amendment. This wus that 16\ supported abortion on 
supposed to protect the demand while 19\ supported 

unborn 'child' from ih< the complete banning of 

'evil of abortion', instead abortion. A 3\ difference 

was being used to terrorise between both ends of the scale 
a child rape victim .ind loaves a lot of ground to be 
was considered by most fought for by both sides and 

I people to be obscene. actually provides a aerlous 

This emotive opportunity for the pro-choice 

Issue brought over 10,000 „ de t0 mak8 „ Rn in Cint R8 lns. 
people onto the streets o( 

Dublin to protest at the A inofo rad , c „ pro . 

injunction. The depth o( c r,o»c« group, 'Dublin Abortion 
feeling forced the government , nforrnMlon campaign' (DAIC), 
to back down and the supreme s |so B8 | 8t8 . u , 8 mostly made 
court ruled that because the up 0 y individuals and a few of 
girl was suicidal the foetus t he j ar | B f t Rroup8 including 
was a threat to her life and „ Bd Actlon . R(ld AcUon 
therefore she had the right to 8U p pof | 8 [ rnfl abortion on 
an abortion. This Judgement dB7 , 8n d but are realistic 
recognised a woman's right to nnouR r, t 0 realise that this will 
life over that ol a foetus and not b « won 0 y 0 rnlcght and must 
also allowed for abortions to bo fought for step by step, 
be carrlod out in limited DA , C ha| hBBn vufy actlvo 
circumstances. The Catholic w jth pilots, leaflettlng, public 
fundamentalists, the church stings and were the 
and Its lobbyists were orR anlsors of the march which 
| outraged. Having kept thoir brouRht ovflr jo.000 onto the 
heads down during the emotive 8 (mets In support of the 
I time of the fourteen year old ( our | Bnn year old rape victim. 

rape victim they went on the DA|C ha8 a pou cy of 
, offensive. The church called conIronl , nR , he fundamentalists 
for another referendu m to, yet on any 0 f tbB major anti - 
again, enshrine the right ol abortion demonstrations and 
life of the foetus over that of bas bnBn 8UC cessful In the fact 
the woman. The well organised that after the last anti- 
Soclety for the Protection abortion demonitratlon, which 
ol the I nborn Child resulted In scuffles between 

| network sprung back Into both sides. The attacks on 
action with mass lobbying of pro-choice meetings and 
politicians and their usual pickets stopped. DAIC has 
subtle manipulation of decided to suspend Its 
sympathetic media outlets. A Individual activities lor the 
new phenomenon In the duration of the anti-Maastricht 
fundamentalist ranks Is a campaign and join with REAC 
militant anti-abortion group, to try to make it more active 
Youth Defence, who use the and radical, 
shock trooper tactics of the 

American antl-abortlonists, as The anti-abortion bigot! 

opposed to SPUC's secretive confidence has been dented by 
manipulations. Youth defence the fact that people are 
have organised confrontational willing to stand up publicly 
pickets, sent threatening and oppose them and counter 
letters to TD's suspected of their hysterical moralistic 
being pro-choice, sent arguments. This was 

postcards ol supposedly aborted proved less than 1,000 people 
foetus's to TD's and even turned out for their last 
physically attacked pro-choice march. This Is less than a 
meetings and pickets. Most of third of the people who turned 
their propaganda is from ou t (or their previous march, 
America and verges on the also lor the first time they 
anti-semltlc. As the had hired "minders" to protect 
fundamentalists realise that the march, 
they do not have the support 

that they previously did these At the end of the day It la 
militants have risen to the estimated that up to 100,000 
fore. Irish women have travelled 

The repeal ol the eighth abroad to have abortion!. Since 
amendment campaign (REAC) the 1983 amendment was 
is the main organisation on the passed and the fundamentalists 
pro-choice side. Unfortunately just do not have a solution to 
It Is controlled by s group of this problem. We cannot 
middle-class feminists and continue to export our 

I reer feminists who are problems. Tho bigots £an be 

raid to rock the boat and beaten this time. 







AFA FLYING 
COLUMN 


One of the main areas the 
BNP have targeted outalde the 
East End of Loedon has been 
the small Lancashire town of 
Rochdale. They see the town 
as a stepping-stone Into the 
North-West as a whole, and 
Manchester In particular, 
where they have not been able 
to mobilise for a decade. 

The Importance they have 
attached to Rochdale Is 
evident In the huge amount of 
resources poured into the town 
by thn BNP during the general 
and local elections. During 
the course of the election 
campaigns. they tried to 
organise a national rally In 
the town on at least four 
occasions. 

Thalr candidate In the general 
election was Ken Henderson, a 
for ner Tory and squaddie who 
has boasted that "the BNP are 
going to kick some black ass 
In Rochdale". Despite this 
boast, It has been the BNP 
who have had their 'asses 
kicked 1 . 

Their first attempt to hold a 
rally In the town ended In 
Ignominious failure when APA 
occupied their meeting place 
and chased them off the 
streets (see RA no. 62) 

Their second attempt fared no 
better. On this occasion they 
had to be given a police 
escort out of town after they 
were ambushed by anti-fascists 
(Manchester organiser Alan 
Payne Is still complaining 
about bis headaches). 

By now the BNP were finding 
It difficult to book any sort of 
venue at all In Rochdale. 
Word had obviously spread that 
any sort of association with 
fascists spelt trouble. This 
was hardly surprising given the 
amount of damage that had 
already been done to several 
pubs in the area during the 
recent clashes. 

A third attempt to rally by 
the BNP a couple of weeks 
later was cancelled at the last 
moment when a suitable venue 
could not be found. APA still 
mobilised anyway. We had no 
sooner started to leaflet one 


of the areas they ware 

standing In. whan word reached 
us that the fascists had been 
spotted in a pub on the other 
side of town. A flying column 
of anti-fascists was dispatched 
to the pub In which the BNP 
members had hidden 
themselves. No sooner had 
the anti-fascists arrived than 
the pub doors ware locked and 
bolted. At this moment the 
BNP's minibus was spotted at 
the rear of the pub. It was 
set on with glee, and hundreds 
of pounds worth of damage 
who done to the van while the 
master-race cowered inside the 
pub. One anti-fascist who 
returned Incognito to the pub 
In the evening was told that 
the landlord, fearing for the 
safety of his pub had 
considered throwing the 
fascists out Into the baying 
mob, until two of the bone- 
heads burst Into tears, and 
another disgraced himself In a 
somewhat smellier manner. 
Adolf would have been proud 
of them! - - 
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However, a week later, the 
BNP did manage to slip 
through the net. This time 
they had obviously learned 
from their previous mistakes, 
and hid themselves away until 
the opposition had gone home. 
Then with considerable police 
protection they held a small 


rally outside Rochdale Town 
Hall (which coincidently is 
almost eiactly opposite the 
police station). One of thn 

few people who actually 

witnessed this rally told AFA 
that there were about 60-70 
assorted fascists present, of 
which a coach-load had 
Journeyed from London. 

Overall AFA can regard the 
campaign so far at being 
reasonably successful. We 
have rockad the BNP back on 
their heels In Rochdale, and 
have created a space for 
ourselves In which we can 
start to build an affactive 

local campaign In the town. 
That such a campaign needs to 
be built Is undeniable. For 
while the BNP were dealt 
several body blows, they still 
managed to collect 820 votes 
in thn general election. This 
indicates that there Is a well 
of potential support for the 
BNP In Rochdale. Any 

campaign that can even hope 
to prevent the BNP from 
tapping Into this well of 
support must be based In 
Rochdale, or at least contain 
significant numbers of local 
people. The only pre-condition 
that AFA attaches to building 
or supporting such a campaign 
Is that It is built to be 
effective. What we will not 
support Is more of the passive 
type of Anti-Fascism displayed 
by the likes of the ANLetc. It 
Is worthwhile to note, that 
while AFA was at the sharp 
end of every confrontation 
with the BNP In Rochdale, our 
numbers remained constant, 
and even Increased a little. 
The ANL and others, who In 
the main concentrated on 


banding oat leaflets In the city 
centra found thalr numbers 
falling away dramatically. AFA 
also handed out thousands of 
leaflets In town, but 
concentrated our efforts In 
areas where the BNP could 
aspect to draw most of their 
support from, the white 
working class estates. The 
lesson that needs to be laarnad 
from this Is that people don't 
mind doing the more mundane, 
boring type or work If they 
can tee that It Is worthwhile. 
The two estates we 
concentrated on were the two 
areas where the BNP stood 
candidates In the local 
elections. They did poorly in 
both areas. 

One curious side effect of the 
events In Rochdale, which 
might be used to measure the 
effectiveness of the campaign 
so far has been the 
disbandment of the Manchester 
branch of the BNP amidst 
allegations that certain 
Individuals ware passing 
Information to anti-fascists. 
Clearly If the BNP had hoped 
to use Rochdale as a 
springboard Into Manchester, 
then they have failed 
miserably. This retreat from 
the country's third largest city 
comes In the face of 
increasing levels of racist 
attacks, and even murders In 
the city. Red Action see 
AFA's role in the area as 
two-fold. The first Is to help 
build an effective Rochdale 
based anti-fascist organisation 
that will be capable of 
challenging the BNP on all 
levels (and two recent 
incidents of the BNP being 
attacked in their own pub by a 
number of local people 
Indicate that there Is potential 
support for this) and secondly 
to start developing a strategy 
to combat the growing levels 
of racist attacks In Manchester 
itself. The two tasks are 
separate, though not 
unconnected, for If we fall In 
one, then the other becomes 
more difficult. We have 
advanced a long way down the 
road since we first mobilised 
for Rochdale, It will require an 
even greeter amount of 
determination and commitment 
to finish the Job. It will 
require those tame qualities in 
abundance If we are to even 
start making Inroads Into the 
more commonplace everyday 
racism that infests many parts 
of Manchester. We are spurred 
on by the fact that if we 
don't, then sooner or later the 
fascists will. 


corner while the others, slower 
In their reactions, attempted 
to push their way through the 
locked doors of the court to 
the accompaniment of kicks 
and shoves. The single 
policeman on duty did a 
disappearing act of his own. 
The beleaguered and panic 
stricken fascists beat a retreat 
to "Barney's Cafe" doing their 
pathetic best to appear totally 
unaware that that they were 
being kicked and subjected to 
vile abuse all the way! 

Cornered In the cafe, a 
caricature fascist In the full 
regalia of camouflage trousers, 
heavy boots, black flight 
Jacket and shiny bonce with a 
AWB emblem tastefully 
latooed on it. stood absolutely 
transfixed listening to a 
lecture on his future prospects, 
except (or a cartoon-style gulp 
as the message sank In. The 
constabulary having recovered 
their poise by this time, the 
two subdued boneheads were 
taken out the back and stuffed 
In the back of a police car to 
complete their Journey to 
court. Hardly had the 
assembled anti-fascists re¬ 
grouped on the court steps 
than the other fascist 
defendants arrived In a tail. 
Neil Parish had evidently 
thought long and hard about 
his previous experience and 
turned up In a swashbuckling 
handkerchief tied round his 
podgy face In the manner of a 
Wild West desperado. Laugh, 
we nearly cried!! Fortunately 
enough anti-fascists recovered 
in time to give the defendants 
a good kicking as they went 
•m the court steps. 


Contact was made with the 
aslan workers, who were 
cheered into court and who 
afterwards effusively thanked 
thn members of the picket for 
their support. This contact has 
been maintained. An occasion 
that could potentially have 
been intimidating for the 
victims was turned round into 
a very trying experience for 
the racist thugs. The 
intimldators were Intimidated. 
A court official told us at the 
lunch break that, "the 
skinheads will not be coming 
out for dinner." Both groups 
knew what would have been on 
the menu! 

It emerged during the hearing 
that the attack, which took 
place last November, was a 
particularly nasty example of 
Its kind and amply reflected 
the Impression generated by 
the defendants who, lined up 
in the dock, looked like e 
Victorian freak show. The 
attack took place la 
Buntlngford, a small village in 
the north of Hertfordshire. The 
fascists claim to have been 
looking for the Ml on their 
way back from a Blood and 
Honour gig. Whoever designed 
the master race evidently 
forgot to programme them 
with navigational skills. 

The aslan workers who were 
the victims of the attack, had 
Just left the Viceroy of India 
restaurant when the fascist's 
van drew up alongside them 
and a number of Individuals 
Jumped out brandishing baseb'- 1 ' 
bats and bottles. Outnumbt 


and bewildered, the restaurant 
workers were battered as they 
attempted # to escape. The 
fascists then drove off, only to 
return for seconds some 
minutes later when their 
victims had regrouped. The 
BNP vehicle then mounted the 
pavement in an attempt to 
crush them and having missed, 
returned to the road. Again a 
number of Individuals jumped 
out and proceeded to hand out 
a second battering. The 
manager of the restaurant who 
had driven up and tried to 
stop the attack, was cornered 
by several fash In the garden 
of a nearby house and knocked 
unconscious. When he came to, 
he found himself being dragged 
by the ankles towards the 
fascists' vehicle and heard 
them saying, "Hu'll do, we'll 
take him" and, "Put the 
bastard In the van." 

Other workers were savagely 
assaulted for a second time. 
One testified to be held by 
one of the fascists with one 
hand while being battered with 
the other. He described his 
attacker as being short and 
chubby with a round, babyish 
face and cropped hair. Nell 
Parish says he was asleep In 
the van all the time! Only the 
Intervention of local residents 
roused by the commotion, 
caused the fascists to 
withdraw and drive off. One of 
the residents took the 
registration, and the van with 
Its ugly crew Inside warn 
picked up In the nearby town 
of Hitchen - no doubt still 
heading for the Ml. 


CASE OF 
MILITANT 

CONTD FROM FRONT PAGF. 
)a«gle apologetically so that 
their fierce dnasacta t ion of 
Republicanism makes them 
acceptable to loyaUsai - but 
oely by default. So the 

proapoct of MUitaet bolag 
outflanked oe this, and other 
related laeeao by the BNP. la 
always present. 

So while la Ragland ASA 
de Bounces AFA aa 'racist' 
Militant adapt the ameer for 
Scottish coeeamptioo sad 
satSN AFA of betag 
"sectarian". Rather thaa drae 
the obvious conclusion from 

the feet that AFA has 

attracted the political support 
of aoma Republicans la 

roapoaoo to the faaciat/loyallst 
ails, bat have failed to attract 
similar political aopport from 
the loyallel camp. Mill teat 
coacleda. It meat bo bocaaoe 
AFA to "sectarian." 

la rejecting the possibility of 
aa aati -faactot/repoblican aato 
aa aaatblcaL it coeaters the 
reality of the BNP/loyaltot aato 
by attempting to establish a 
Mill test/loyalist one! During 
the general election the policy 
eaa taken to Its logical 
coeclasioe. Militant refasod 
point bleak to share a 
platform with AFA been nan It 
to "sectarian." 

At the peblic meeting la 
qeaatloa called by MlUtaat, la 
re s po ns e to the BNP itsiflll • 
candidate to the staunchly 
loyalist coestltaeacy of Lark 
Hall, a local representative of 
the ultra reactionary Orange 
Order was warmly applauded 
for hto offer of uolldarlty. The 
f the Ornate Order. 




"principled" aa Militants; the 
fear of bolog out-flanked by 
the 'competition', the foer of 
bolag oet-floakod by the BNP. 
Some eighteen months earlier. 
MUItoot, visibly rattled by a 
rototlvly soccosfal recruitment 
drive by the BMP In the 
MlUtaat stronghold of Pollock, 
they decided to take action. 

Aa aa alternative to 
ooafroatiag the fascists 
physically sad so risk 
polarising the young loyalists, 
they decided to 'expoae' them 
by debating with them! 
(Recognising the offer aa a 
alga of wookaoaa the BNP, 
sniggered at the proposal). 


Militant's official policy to,that 
fascism is BAD but loysltom to 
O.K. la the hope that loyalists 
la tors will coeelnde that the 
BNP to BAD and Militant ts- 
GOODI The moral of the story 
Is this; any group teat out of 
oppprtaatom panders to 

reaction, who as matter of 
policy, beada the knee to 
Loysltom, should savor bo 
trusted, for neck duplicity to 
both Inherent aod progressive, 
aad given tea right sot of 
circa mstaeces, It to not 

complotly outrageous to 

suggest (teat oa a Mvo aad let 
live ticket), it might also doff 
Its cap to fascism. While 
today MlUtaat rofase to shore 
o platform with AFA. oa this 
occasion at least they west 
owt of thalr way to offer ooe 
to the BNP. N 111 tooth faUare 
to implemoat a ao-platform 
policy with AFA, Ites meant 
that they sow implement a 
ao-platform policy against 
AFA! 

A curious position you will 
agree, for aa organisation that 
calls Itself ' Rovolatlonar y 
Socialist' but there to a logic 
behind 1L Whereas AFA. 
regards tea BNP aa tea 


DESPERADOS OUT GUNNED contd from front page 


Evidently the fash sre not 
conversant with the latest 

counter Interrogstlon 

techniques, and It is with 
great pleasure that «« can 
report that several of the 
fascists have dropped 

themselves right In the shit In 
their statements to the police. 
It appears to be the case that 
one of the prosecution 
witnesses was Inside the van - 
if true, this could lead to a 
vary Interesting situation. They 
have all been charged with 
violent disorder and the driver 
• at the Insistence of the 

magistrate - with reckless 

driving. Machatei and CS gas 
ware discovered In the van. 
Just why the police saw fit to 
drop just the single charge on 
this bunch of racist fresks can 
only be described as a mystery 
shrouded by the majesty ol the 
law. Nonetheless, the sound of 
chickens coming homo to roost 
Is definitely In the air. 


Herts AFA to pledged to 
developing a campaign around 
this appalllag case ceatriag oa 
the appearance of the fascists 
at St Alba as Crowa Coort. The 
case to expected to last aboet 
two weeks. Naturally there 
will bo a picket of tho coort 
oo tho opeslag day. All local 
aatl-fasctets are urged la the 
strongest terms to got Involved 
sod demonstrate conclusively 
that attacks of this kiad are 
sot going to bo tolerated. 
Interested parties shoeld 
contact Herts AFA PO BOX 
24S ST. ALBANS. 



to all Socialists, Republicans, 
Anarchists aa potential allies, 
MlUtaat looks oa tea BNP as 
araly the 'competition'. 
From that point of vise, 
moderate loysltom la tea shape 
of the Oraage Order, to 
regarded as tea Ideal 
■patending ally seeded to faoo 
down the mutual throat, that 
both face from extremism. 

Due to tho IrrocoocllobUlty of 
Republicanism aad ioyaltom any 
formal alliance with AFA, 
woald make the loyalist 
MUitaatyasto untenable. and 
from the way Militant see 
things, this development woald 
only play late the heads of the 
BNP. Consequently, while the 


meeting WITH the BNP 


threatens 

the 

MlUtaat/loyaltot 

constituency. 

AFA integrity 

throataas 

the coslitioo. Aad 

If tea 


Mill tan t/Loyaltot 

coalition 

to 

the bulwark 

against axtrom 

tom. aad If AFA 

threatens 

the 

balwark then 

AFA mast 

be < 

the enemy! 
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